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As we move into chapter six of The Book of Revelation, it is important to not where we are according to 
the divine outline of Revelation Chapter one. (Revelation 1:19) 
 

In Chapter one, we saw “The things which you have seen.” This was the vision of Jesus that John saw on 

the Isle of Patmos. In Chapters two and three we saw “the things which are.” This was about the seven 
churches which give us a glimpse into the entirety of the church age. In Chapters four and five we moved 

forward into “the things which will take place after this.” In chapters four and five we were given a 
glimpse into the throne room of Heaven at the time the church age is coming to an end. Now as we 

move into Chapter six, we will begin to see the activities that are taking place, both in Heaven and on 

earth, during the “Day of The Lord.” 
 

Day of the Lord 

The term “day of the Lord” occurs twenty times in 9 Old Testament books (Isaiah 2:12, 13:6, 9, 

Jeremiah 46:10, Ezekiel 13:5, 30:3, Joel 1:15, 2:1, 11, 31, 3:14, Amos 5:18 (Twice), 20, 
Obadiah 15, Zephaniah 1:7, 1:14 (Twice), Zechariah 14:1, Malachi 4:5) 
 

“Day of the Lord” also occurs three times in the New Testament (Acts 2:20 (Quotes Joel 2:31), 1 
Thessalonians 5:2, 2 Peter 3:10) 
 

The “day of the Lord” is also mentioned in the Old Testament as: 
 

• “Day of the Lord’s vengeance” (Isaiah 34:8) 
 

• “Day of the Lord’s anger” (Lamentations 2:22, Zephaniah 2:2, 2:3) 
 

• “Day of the Lord’s sacrifice” (Zephaniah 1:8) 
 

• “Day of wrath” (Zephaniah 1:15) 
 

• “Day of the Lord’s wrath” (Zephaniah 1:18) 
 

• “Day of darkness” (Zephaniah 1:15, Joel 2:2) 
 

The “day of the Lord” is also mentioned in the New Testament as: 
 

• “The day” (1 Corinthians 3:13)  
 

• “Day of the Lord Jesus   

(1 Corinthians 5:5, 2 Corinthians 1:14)  
 

• “Day of Christ”  

(Philippians 1:10, 2:16, 2 Thessalonians 2:2) 
 

• “that day” (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
 

• “Day of Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6) 
 

• “Day of God”  (2 Peter 3:12) 
 

Revelation 6:1 also marks the beginning of what is called “Daniel’s seventieth week.”  
 

Daniel’s seventieth week 

In the Book of Daniel, we find that Israel had been in captivity to Babylon for 70 years. This captivity was 
the fulfillment of a prophecy by the Prophet Jeremiah. (Jeremiah 25:8-11, Jeremiah 29:10, 2 

Chronicles 36:21)  
 

Daniel read the writings of Jeremiah and determined they were coming to the end of seventy years of 
captivity and into the time of God’s restoration. While repenting to God for the sins of the people and 

interceding for His direction, God gives Daniel, through the angel Gabriel, a prophecy which would reveal 
the future of the Jewish nation. (Daniel 9:20-27) According to the prophecy, the Jewish people would 

go through a period of seventy “weeks.” These weeks are not weeks of seven days, but weeks of seven 

years. As the prophecy is revealed, we see that seven weeks and sixty-two weeks will be fulfilled and 
then “Messiah shall be cut off.” The fulfillment of this prophecy began when Nehemiah went to King 

Artaxerxes and was given permission to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls of the city. 
 

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks: (Daniel 9:20-27) 
Going forth of the Command: (Nehemiah 2:1-8) 1 Nisan, March 14,445 B.C. 
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Seven weeks: It took 49 years to complete the building of the temple and the city of Jerusalem. 
 

Sixty-two weeks: The time when Messiah was cut off. 10 Nisan, April 6, 32 A.D. 173,880 days. This is 
the day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem. (Luke 19:28-40) 
 

If the people had known their scripture, they would have known that Christ would be riding in at this 

exact time in history. (Luke 19:41-48) 
 

As amazing as this information is, it only accounts for sixty-nine weeks.  What about the seventieth? To 

answer this question, we must realize that at the time “Messiah shall be cut off,” the timeline of Daniel’s 

seventy weeks stops temporarily. Why? Christ’s being cut off ushered in the beginning of the church age. 
From that point forward, the plans of God transferred to the building of Christ’s church.  
 

During the church age, the seventy weeks prophecy is on pause. However, at the end of the church age, 

sometime after the church is removed from the Earth at the rapture, Antichrist will “confirm a covenant.” 
This will most likely be a peace covenant involving Israel, the rebuilding of the temple and the restoration 

of sacrificial worship. At the time of the signing of this covenant, Daniel’s seventieth week will commence. 
This will also signal the beginning of Revelation chapter six.  
 

It is also quite possible that the Antichrist will be rising to power at some point before the beginning of 

Daniel’s seventieth week. It is unlikely that some unknown person could burst on the scene unknown and 
broker a peace agreement that has alluded humanity since the founding of Israel. 
 

As Jesus begins to open the scroll, it is important to understand the pattern of the seals. The pattern of 

the seven seals will, as we will see, carry over to the trumpets and the bowl judgments. The seals are a 
group of seven that have a parenthesis in between. Between the sixth and seventh seal there is a break 

or an interlude explaining another aspect of some event happening at the time.  
 

As we progress through the Book of Revelation, we will find that the seventh seal initiates the trumpet 
judgments, and the seventh trumpet initiates the bowl judgments thus the entirety of the seventieth 

week of Daniel is flowing from the seven seals. As each set of seals, trumpets and bowls are released 

they increase in intensity with the bowl judgments being the final outpouring of God’s wrath on the earth. 
 

As we move into chapter six, it is important to note the chronological timeline. Daniel’s seventieth week 

does not begin until the seals begin to be opened. There is no opening of the seals until Jesus takes the 

scroll and there is no taking of the scroll until the elders cast their crowns at the feet of Jesus. 
(Revelation 4:10) This would seem to indicate that the church is in Heaven at the beginning of Daniel’s 

seventieth week. 
 

Revelation 6:1(NKJV) 
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying 
with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 
 

It is interesting to note that the words “and see” are not in many reliable transcripts. This creates some 
controversy as to who the word “come” is being spoken to. If the words “and see” are included, it would 

indicate that John was being told to come and see what was happening. However, John was already 
there. He was already seeing so he didn’t need to be called to come and see what he was already looking 

at. It is more likely that the first living creature, possibly the creature that had the face of a lion 
(Revelation 4:7) was beckoning the first rider to come and fulfill his purpose.  Whatever your view on 

this verse, it is undeniable that the events that are about to take place on earth are being controlled from 

the throne room of God. 
 

Revelation 6:2(NKJV) 

2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, 
and he went out conquering and to conquer. 
 

To determine who this individual is, I believe we need to look at each aspect of verse two. First, notice 

that he is riding on a white horse. Some believe this to be Jesus simply because it is a rider on a white 

horse. However, Jesus does not appear on a white horse until much later in the Book of Revelation. 
(Revelation 19:11) At this point, Christ is in Heaven taking the scroll from the Father. As we see the 
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horsemen come forth, we should also note that this is not the only time that horses are used to represent 
God’s activities on the Earth. (Zechariah 1:7-17) 
 

The symbolism of horse’s in scripture. 
 

Symbols of Judgment 
In scripture, we see horses used as symbols of judgment. (2 Kings 6:15-18, Jeremiah 46:9-10, Joel 

2:3-11, Nahum 3:1-7, Zechariah 1:8-11, 6:1-7) 
 

Symbols of war 
In scripture, we also see horses used as symbols of war. (Job 39:19-25, Psalm 76:6, Proverbs 

21:31, Ezekiel 26:1-12) 
 

Since Christ does not appear until Revelation chapter 19, we must understand this is not Christ. Instead, 
this rider is a counterfeit trying to deceive the world by trying to imitate Christ. (Daniel 9:27, 11:37, 

Matthew 24:4-5, Mark 13:5-6, Luke 21:8, John 5:43, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12) 
 

He who sat on it had a bow 
Another indicator this rider is not Christ is revealed in the weapon the rider is carrying. When Jesus 

comes, he is not carrying a bow, but a sword. (Revelation 1:16, 19:15) 
 

In scripture, the bow has been used as an illustration of the evil conquests of men. (Psalm 11:2, 
37:14, 46:9, 58:7, Jeremiah 49:35) 
 

There are three notable observations regarding the bow: 
 

1. Notice that this rider has a bow but there are no arrows. This, along with other passages, (Daniel 

8:25, 9:26-27, Daniel 11:21, 1 Thessalonians 5:3) indicates that Antichrist is going to come to 
power under the guise of peace. This false peace will eventually give way to his true destructive and evil 

aspirations. He will begin his strategy to conquer the world without ever firing a shot. Although coming to 
power in the name of peace, this rider will eventually show his true colors as a murderous dictator 

consumed with turning the world away from God and toward himself and his Satanic kingdom. 
 

2. The Greek word for bow, “Toxon” has two meanings in Hebrew. One is the bow, as in a weapon. The 
second is a bow, as in a rainbow. Although I believe the bow referred to is a weapon, it is interesting to 

note that the same word used as a weapon without ammunition is also a cheap imitation of the covenant 

of peace God made with Noah. (Genesis 9:13) Also, the Hebrew word for rainbow, “Qesheth” also 
means a rainbow or a bow for shooting. 
 

3. The bow is the symbol of Nimrod. (Genesis 10:8-10) Nimrod was the great grandson of Noah 

through the line of Ham (Cush).   
 

Nimrod 

Nimrowd (Strong’s H5248) 
Rebellion, We will rebel, We will revolt 
 

Scripture says that Nimrod was “a mighty one” and a “mighty hunter before the Lord.” The term “mighty 

hunter” was not a term referencing Nimrod’s animal hunting skills, but instead his blood thirsty nature for 
hunting people.  
  

The phrase “before the Lord” is also interesting.  
 

Before 

Paniym (Strong’s H6440) 
In the face of 
Translated 17X Against 
 

That Nimrod was “before the Lord” is an indication that Nimrod’s push to rule his own kingdom and to 
form his own religion was in direct rebellion and opposition to God.   
 

Both Christian and Jewish tradition sight Nimrod as being the driving force behind the building of the 

Tower of Babel in which men sought to build a tower so high that even God could not destroy it. 
(Genesis 11:1-9) 
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Scripture tells us that the Tower of Babel was also being built in order that the people could “make a 
name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”  
 

Nimrod began his kingdom in Shinar at a place called Babel. Moses tells us that Nimrod then went up and 

built Nineveh and the land of Assyria. While there is some disagreement about these circumstances, it is 
interesting to note some commentators believe that Assyria was founded by Asshur, from the line of 

Shem. (Genesis 10:22) If this is true, it would speak to the bloodthirsty hunter of men portrayal of 

Nimrod, in that, he went and took the land of Assyria through intimidation or through war from a 
member of his own family. By these means he continued his conquest to become a world leader (Both 

politically and religiously) in opposition to God and to expand his kingdom and make an even greater 
name for himself. 
 

This is important because Nimrod serves as a type of the Antichrist who I believe will ascend from 

Babylonian and Assyrian territory. The same rebellious satanic spirit that was at work in Nimrod will again 
be at work in the final seven years of this age.  
 

With all of this in mind, it is notable that Nimrod is often pictured as a man riding a horse with a bow.  
 

And a crown was given to him 
Continuing with indicators that this rider is not Jesus is the crown that the rider is wearing.  
 

White horse rider 

Crown 

Stephanos (Strong’s G4735) 
A crownTe 
A mark of royal or (in general) exalted rank 
The wreath or garland which was given as a prize to victors in public games 
 

The crown Antichrist is wearing is a crown that comes from political power or victory not kingly authority. 

It is the crown of a conqueror.  
 

Who is it that gives this crown to the rider? It is Satan himself. (Daniel 8:24, 11:38-39, 2 
Thessalonians 2:8-12, Revelation 13:2-4) 
 

As opposed to the conquerors crown, Jesus wears the King’s crown. (Revelation 19:12) 
 

Crowns (Revelation 19:12) 
Diadēma (Strong’s G1238) 
 A diadem 
A blue band marked with white which Persian kings used to bind on the turban or tiara 
The kingly ornament for the head, the crown 
 

And he went out conquering and to conquer.  
 

In the beginning the rider will go forth and conquer under the guise of peace. He will spend the first 3 ½ 
years of Daniel’s seventieth week conquering a ten-nation confederation. (Daniel 2:31-35, 40-45, 7:7-

8 (Egypt, Libya Ethiopia, Daniel 11:43, 19-24, Revelation 13:1-2, 17:3, 7, 12-16) 
 

In the second half of Daniel’s seventieth week, the antichrist will rule over the 10 nations up until the 
time of Christ’s return for the Battle of Armageddon. (Revelation 13:1-5, 17:8-17, 19:11-21) 
 

The Antichrists plan to conquer will find its official beginning with the signing of the covenant of Daniel 

Chapter 9. (Daniel 9:27) 
 

There are over 30 names or designations in scripture that reference this individual, the Antichrist. While I 
do not wish to provide and exhaustive list, there are some names I would like to highlight.  
 

Little Horn (Daniel 7:8-11, 21-26, Daniel 8:9-12, 23-25) 

Prince who is to come (Daniel 9:26) 
Vile person (Daniel 11:21) 

Willful King (Daniel 11:36) 
Worthless (Idol) Shepherd (Zechariah 11:16-17) 
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One who comes in his own name (John 5:43) 
Beast (Revelation 11:7,13) 

Antichrist (1 John 2:22) 
Man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 

Lawless One (2 Thessalonians 2:8) 

Wicked (Isaiah 11:4, 14:5, 2 Thessalonians 2:8) 
King of Tyre (Ezekiel 28:1-10) 

King of Babylon (Isaiah 14:3-11) 
Assyrian (Isaiah 10:5, 12, 24, 30:27-33, Micah 5:5-6) 
 

Where does the white horse rider (Antichrist) come from? 

Nimrod – Babylon, Assyria (Genesis 10:8-12) 
 

Antiochus Epiphanes- Syria, Mesopotamia (Daniel 7:6, Daniel 8:8-9, 11:1-4) Notice that Antiochus 
(Type of Antichrist) was strong to the south (Egypt), the East (Syria, Persian, Babylonian territory) and 

toward the Glorious land (Jerusalem, Israel) 
 

King of Babylon (Isaiah 14:3-11)  
 

The Assyrian 

 (Isaiah 10:5, 12, 24; 30:27-33, Micah 5:5-6) 
 

“The Wicked”  
The Wicked will be destroyed by the breath of Jesus mouth (Isaiah 11:4) 
 

THE Wicked (Singular not plural) 
 

Paul tells us that the Wicked is The Antichrist (2 Thessalonians 2:8) 
 

Lawless one is translated “that wicked” in the KJV (Singular) 
 

A future King of Babylon (not Nebuchadnezzar) is also called the wicked (Isaiah 14:3-11 Plural but 
speaking of a specific king) This is spoken just before a prophecy of the final destruction of Babylon 

(Isaiah 14:22-23) and the destruction of “the Assyrian.” (Singular) 
 

“The Assyrian” (KJV Singular) is said to be destroyed by the “breath of The Lord.”   (Isaiah 30:27-33) 
 

John’s seven-headed beast  

(Revelation 13:1-3, See Daniel 7:1-8) The beast is a composite of the first three kingdoms. 

(Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece) All of these Kingdoms ruled from the territory of Babylon, Persia, and 
Assyria.   
 

What do the seven heads represent? (Revelation 17:1-3, 7-11) Many scholars say that “The 

seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits,” (Revelation 17:9) is a reference to the 
city of Rome. It is said that Rome sits on seven hills, therefore, it must be Rome. However, it must be 

noted that this is an assumption and not necessarily true.  
 

It is possible that there is an alternative view that may also give us an indication of where the “beast” is 
going to come from. Since the seven heads are also referenced to be “seven kings,” (Revelation 17:9) 

it is possible that the mountains do not refer to the city of Rome but to seven kingdoms. In scripture 
“mountains” are commonly used as symbolic representations of Kingdoms. (Psalm 2:6, Psalm 48:1-2, 

Isaiah 66:20, Jeremiah 51:25-26, Daniel 2:35)  
 

I believe that in the first 3 ½ years of Daniel’s seventieth week, the antichrist (beast) is going to rise 
from the territory of Assyria and will also rule over a revived Babylon (was and is not and yet is: 

Revelation 17:8) 
 

Characteristics of The Antichrist 
 

Intellectually brilliant  
(Daniel 7:20 Great things of a chief ruler See Below, Daniel 8:23) 

 
Understands 
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Biyn (Strong’s H995) 
Understanding and discernment 
 

Sinister Schemes 

Chiydah (Strong’s H2420) 
 of riddles, enigmas Perplexing questions, 
 

(Ezekiel 28:3-5) King of Tyre (Antichrist) Great Wisdom 
 

Powerful and persuasive speaker (Daniel 7:8, 11, 17, 20)  
 

Pompous  
Rabrab (Strong’s H7260) Aramaic 
Huge in size, Domineering in character, Very great things 
Captain or Chief 
 

Politically Skilled 

Daniel 8:25: KJV “Through His policy he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand.”  
Daniel 9:27: Confirms impossible covenant. 

Daniel 11:21: 
  

Intrigue  
Chalaqlaqqah (Strong’s H2519) 
flattery, slipperiness, fine promises, smoothness 
 

Financial Genius (Ezekiel 28:4-5, Daniel 11:38-43, Revelation 13:17) 
 

Military Leader (Daniel 8:24, Revelation 6:2, Revelation 13:4) 
 

Gifted at organization (Revelation 13:1-2, 17:1) 
 

Strong religious leader (2 Thessalonians 2:4, Revelation 13:3-4, 14-15) 
 

See also (Psalm 10, Isaiah 10, 11, 13, 14, Jeremiah 49-51, Zechariah 5, Revelation 18) 
 

Physical description of Antichrist 
Mark on right hand and blind right eye (Zechariah 11:17) May be connected to mark on right hand or 

forehead. (Revelation 13:16) 
 

Revelation 6:3(NKJV) 
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come and see.” 
 

This may be the calf-like creature. (Revelation 4:7) 
 

Revelation 6:4(NKJV) 

4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the 
earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 
 

The supposed peace that is promised through the Antichrist of Revelation 6:2 will not last. Some believe 

that the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation period will be marked by world peace. However, this is not what 
the scripture teaches. In fact, not long after the agreement of peace and security is signed with Israel, 

the world will quickly descend into chaos, conflict, violence, and war. (1 Thessalonians 5:3) 
 

This rider is riding on a red horse. Red is a color symbolizing bloodshed, violence and war. It also reminds 
us of Satan, the red dragon of Revelation 12 (Revelation 12:3) and the red beast of Revelation 17. 

(Revelation 17:3) 
 

Many scholars believe that as the Antichrist gains power and influence, there will be other nations that 
will not be given over to his authority and will begin to rebel. It is possible that many nations who have 

fought hard to maintain their independence will not be inclined to follow the Antichrist’s dictatorial rule. 
 

Jesus predicted these wars, violence and bloodshed would happen. (Matthew 24:6-7, Mark 13:7-8, 
Luke 21:9-10) 
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Wars and rumors of wars are many throughout the church age, however, they will magnify in the 
tribulation period. (Revelation 6:3-4) We see, not only in history, but in other prophetic passages, 

(Psalm 83, Ezekiel 38, 39, Daniel 11, Revelation 6:9, Revelation 9, Revelation 12, Revelation 
19, Revelation 20:4) that war will not only continue, but it will become a constant part of life on earth. 

Add to this the effects of war, famine, and pestilence in the coming verses of Revelation 6 and you will 

find men becoming exceedingly more violent and murderous as they fight to survive in a world being torn 
apart at the seams. Again, these signs will occur throughout the church age; however, there will be a 

tremendous intensification of these signs in the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation period. 
 

Sometimes when we think of these terms’ wars, nations and kingdoms, we may be thinking in terms of 
only world war or war between countries, but there are several clues in this passage that I believe 

represent more than war between countries. When Jesus said there would be war, the word translated 
is: 
 

War 

Polemos (Strong’s G4171) 
War, a fight, a battle, a dispute, strife, quarrel 
 

War is not just a term in the sense that we might think war would be. It absolutely does mean war 

between nations, but it also includes battles and strife of many kinds. 
 

In Luke 21, (Luke 21:9) Jesus said there would be wars and commotions: 
 

Commotions 

Akatastasia (Strong’s G181) 
instability, a state of disorder, disturbance, confusion 
 

It is also interesting to note the word nation: 
 

Nation 

Ethnos (Strong’s 1484) 
a multitude (whether of men or of beasts) associated or living together, a multitude of individuals of the 
same nature or genus 
a race, people group 
 

It appears that there may be some reference not only to war between Kingdoms, but war and strife 

rooted in ethnic or racial strife. The word ethnos would also give us a clue pointing toward civil war 
within many countries. Even during “The Covenant” of the antichrist, there will be much turmoil and 

conflict in the world. There will be a great war that erupts against those who believe in Christ during this 

time. As we will see, those who believe during this time will be martyred in this war against the saints. 
 

and there was given to him a great sword.  
 

Sword 

Machaira (Strong’s G3162) 
 I. A large knife, used for killing animals and cutting up flesh 
II. A small sword, as distinguished from a large sword 
A. curved sword, for a cutting stroke  
B. A straight sword, for thrusting 
 

See Revelation 20:4 
 

Revelation 6:5(NKJV) 
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and 
behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 
 

This may be the creature with the face of a man. (Revelation 4:7) 
 

Once again, we see the words of Jesus being fulfilled just as Jesus predicted. (Matthew 24:7, Mark 
13:8, Luke 21:11)  
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This black horse represents the ravages of famine most likely because of the effects of war. The effects 
of war lead to pollution, the destruction of the land. The color black in scripture is used in relationship to 

famine. (Lamentations 4:8, 5:10 NKJV “Hot” is Kamar (Strong’s H3648) which means black)  
 

It is also possible the famine in the land is connected to the drought proclaimed by the two witnesses in 
Revelation chapter 11. (Revelation 11:6) 
 

It could also be possible that the famine is, in part, happening because of the manipulation of the food 

supply by those in government power. (Amos 8:1-10) This evil is also tied to God proclaiming a famine 
of The Word of God. (Amos 8:11-12) 
 

The same type of famine gripped the Israelites in the time when Babylon had set a siege against 

Jerusalem. (Ezekiel 4:10-17, Lamentations 1:11, 2:11–12, 19, 4:4–5, 9) 
 

and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 
 

The scales this horse rider is holding speaks to the rationing of food necessary due to the famine. These 

tribulations are happening because of rebellion against God. God had told the Israelites this would 
happen due to their refusal to walk according to his purposes. (Leviticus 26:14-46) 
 

It is interesting to see the parallel between the curses of Leviticus 26 and the judgments of the book of 

Revelation. God told the Israelites through Moses that if they were disobedient to his commands, He 
would bring terror, desolation, war, famine, pestilence, the beasts of the earth and death to their nation. 

He also told them that each time judgment came that if they did not repent; he would bring a seven 

times worse judgment.  
 

Revelation 6:15-17: Leviticus 26:14-17, 

Revelation 9:20: Leviticus 26:18-20,  

Revelation 9:21: Leviticus 26:21-22, 
Revelation 16:9: Leviticus 26:24-27,  

Revelation 16:11: Leviticus 26:27-33) 
 

While we may question why God would allow this kind of trial and tribulation on His people, we must 
understand that this reflects an improper understanding of God’s purpose. The continued elevation of 

trial during rebellion is not God’s arbitrary punishment as much as it is His attempt to do whatever it 
takes to cause His people to turn to Him and spend eternity with Him. If not, they will spend eternity 

separated from Him in Hell. Therefore, the short-term tribulation is intended to give eternal life. 
  

Revelation 6:6(NKJV) 
6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, 
and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine.” 
 

Quart  
Choinix (Strong’s G5518) 
One and a half pints 
 

Denarius/Penny 
Dēnarion (Strong’s G1220) 
 A Roman silver coin in NT time. It was the principal silver coin of the Roman empire. From the parable of 
the labourers in the vineyard, it would seem that a denarius was, then, the ordinary pay for a day's 
wages. (Matthew 20:2-13) 
 

Typically, a day’s wage would by 12-15 quarts or measures of wheat. However, now it can only buy one. 
 

Additionally, the less desirable barley, which was used for animal feed, would typically be worth 35 or 
more measures for a day’s wage. However, now the food is so expensive even the animal feed is nearly 

beyond reach with only 3 measures available for a day’s wage.  
 

What might this high cost of food be connected to?  
1. The effects of war on the land 

2. Economic unrest due to war and the state of the world  
3. The manipulation of food prices by the greedy (Amos 8:1-14) 
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As is often the case in the world we live in, those who control the financial interests, and the food supply 
will take advantage of the already short food supply and use it to continue to build their wealth. 
 

And do not harm the oil and the wine. 
 

It would appear there is still oil and wine (luxuries) available, but due to inflation and lack of supply, only 

the richest can buy these items.  
 

Other interpretations of this verse include: 
 

1. Oil and wine have medicinal purposes, so they are protected (do not harm) in order to maintain the 

needed supply. 
 

2. Oil and wine are generally more valuable, so they are handled with greater care. 
 

3. Somehow there is a pestilence that attacks the crops (Wheat, Barley) but does not affect the grape 
and olive harvests. Beasts 
 

It is likely that out of this chaos will come the white horse rider from verse 1-2 who will promise to take 
care of this situation and provide the food necessary to overcome this crisis. (Revelation 13:17)  
 

Revelation 6:7(NKJV) 

7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, “Come and 
see.” 
 

This may be the eagle like creature. 
 

Revelation 6:8(NKJV) 

8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades 
followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with 
hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 
 

Pale (Livid)  
Chlōros (Strong’s G5515) 
 I. green 
II. yellowish pale 
 

Chlōros is a word appearing only four times in the New Testament. It appears three times in the Book of 

Revelation (Revelation 6:8, 8:7, 9:4) and one time in the Book of Mark. (Mark 6:39) It can equally 
be translated green or a yellowish pale. This would give us an indication that this horse would be a 

yellowish green. Pale green is a fitting color that represents the death that is coming on the earth.  
 

It would appear that the fourth seal unleashes two riders and not just one. Who are these riders? 
Scripture says that death is released, and Hades is following close behind. Death comes to claim the 

bodies of its victims while Hades, the place where the wicked dead wait, comes to claim their souls. Both 

the bodies and the souls of the wicked will be resurrected at the end of the millennium to face judgment 
before the throne of God. (Revelation 20:11-13)  
 

It is natural that death and Hades would come in following the war, violence and famine that has already 

brought much death to the Earth.  
 

And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth. 
 

Power 

Exousia (Strong’s G1849) 
The power of authority (influence) and of right (privilege) 
 

This word power is not simply having the ability to bring this destruction through sheer strength, but it is 

the authority to carry out the destruction. Where does this authority come from? It comes from the 
throne room of God.  
 

This authority extends over ¼ of the population of the earth. In terms of today’s population, this would 

represent approximately 1.9 Billion people. If we compare Revelation 6:8 with Revelation 9:18, we 
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are left with the understanding that over ½ (3.75 Billion) of earth’s population will be killed in the first 3 
½ years of the tribulation.  
 

to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 
 

Sword 
Rhomphaia (Strong’s G4501) 
I. A large sword 
II. Properly a long Thracian javelin, also a kind of long sword won’t to be worn on the right shoulder 
 

This sword is not the same type of sword we see in 6:4. This is a large broad sword. This is the same 

type of sword coming out of the mouth of Jesus when He returns. (Revelation 19:15) It is a sword of 

judgment. 
 

The Prophet Ezekiel prophesied that if there were a people walking in continued unfaithfulness to God, 

He would send four judgments against them. Those four judgments parallel the judgments we see 

released through these horsemen. (Ezekiel 14:21) Ezekiel further prophesies that it would be God who 
would bring these judgments and that all would see that it was justified because of their sin and 

unfaithfulness. (Ezekiel 14:22-23) This is not the only time in the book of Ezekiel that we see a 
pronouncement of these judgments. (Ezekiel 5:11-17, Ezekiel 33:27-29)  
 

Jeremiah the Prophet also prophesied similar judgments. (Jeremiah 14:12, 15:3, 24:10) In each of 

these cases (Ezekiel, Jeremiah) we see that, although evil forces are enforcing these judgments, it is God 
who is giving the authority to carry them out. Note: These judgments are all pronounced against 

the Jewish people for rebellion against God.  
 

Why would God bring these types of judgments on His people? God had already told Israel in the Law 
there would be great blessing for obedience to His word and great punishment and judgment on them if 

they refused to obey. (Leviticus 26) 
 

It is interesting to note that the word “death” is a translated word from the Septuagint. In the Hebrew 
translation, the word translated death is the Hebrew word “deber” which means pestilence or plague. 
 

Here, in Revelation six, we see the same judgments poured out for the same reasons. We also see that it 

is God Himself giving the authority for these things to happen.  
 

There seems to be both a natural and supernatural attraction of beasts at this time. (Matthew 24:28, 
Luke 17:34-37, Ezekiel 39:17-21) Although God is sending the beasts, it is natural if there are more 

than three billion people killed in a short time the beasts of the field are going to be attracted. Some see 
a connection not only with known beasts, but with “microscopic” beasts who cause the pestilence and 

plague.  
 

Although it will seem that death and Hades are unstoppable during this time, scripture clearly indicates 
their season is short. There will come a time when death and Hades are defeated once and for all and 

both will be cast into the Lake of fire. (1 Corinthians 15:26, 54, Revelation 20:14, 21:4) 
 

Revelation 6:9(NKJV) 
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the 
word of God and for the testimony which they held. 
 

The fifth seal shows us a picture of the souls of those who have been martyred for the word of God and 
for their testimony. We see that after the judgments of war, famine, pestilence, and beast has come, 

there will come intense persecution.  
 

Once again, we see Jesus predicted these things. (Matthew 24:9, Mark 13:9-13, Luke 21:10-18) 
While these persecutions will increase exponentially, Luke’s account tells us these types of tribulation will 

mark the entire church age. (Luke 21:9, See also Revelation 2:10, 2:13) 
 

These souls are seen “under the altar.” Which altar is this speaking of? Some believe that the souls are 
under the Heavenly altar of incense as their cries are coming up before the Father just as the prayers of 

the saints came before the Father in chapter four. (Revelation 5:8) However, this does not seem to fit 
the symbolism of what is truly happening. 
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In the Old Testament, the blood of sacrifice, which was the blood of consecration, was not poured out at 
the Altar of Incense, but at the Brazen Altar or the Altar of Sacrifice. (Exodus 29:12, Leviticus 4:7, 

18, 25, 30)  
 

It is interesting, however, to note that the blood poured out at the Altar of Sacrifice was an offering for 
sin. We must realize the saints under the altar in Revelation six did not die in order to receive forgiveness 

from sin. So, what are we to make of their presence under the altar? 
 

In Leviticus chapter one, we see an explanation of a different kind of offering; The Burnt Offering. 
(Leviticus 1) While the sin offering was required, the Burnt Offering was a willing sacrifice. Those who 

would give the Burnt Offering were giving an offering of total surrender and devotion to God. Since 

scripture tells us that life is in the blood, (Leviticus 17:11, Deuteronomy 12:23) we see the souls 
under the altar have given their lives as a sacrifice for the glory of God and Christ.  
 

Also, we may have a clue about the altar based on the writings of the Apostle Paul, in which he 

referenced his potential martyrdom as being a “drink offering” (Philippians 2:17, 2 Timothy 4:6) The 
drink offering was an offering poured out on the burnt offering that was brought voluntarily as a freewill 

offering. (Numbers 15:3-12) 
 

Slain for the word of God. 
 

Slain 
Sphazō (Strong’s G4969) 
I. to slay, slaughter, butcher 
II. To put to death by violence 
III. Mortally wounded 
 

That these saints were slain indicates they were butchered as an animal would be for a sacrifice or in 
preparation for food. We see in the Book of Revelation the means by which these saints will be 

slaughtered. (Revelation 6:4, 20:4) 
 

The saints under the altar were not slain to gain forgiveness of sin through their own sacrifice. Instead, 
they were martyred as an act of devotion and surrender to God, which occurred as a result of the 

salvation that had gained through believing in the “word of God.” These saints were killed because they 

refused to deny their faith in the word they had received and were willing to stand by their testimony 
even if it meant death.  
 

And for the testimony which they held 
 

Testimony 
Martyria (Strong’s G3141) 
Testimony 
 

Comes from: 
Martys (G3144) 
1. A Witness 
In a legal sense 
An historical sense 
One who is a spectator of anything, e.g. of a contest 
An ethical sense 
those who after his example have proved the strength and genuineness of their faith in Christ by 
undergoing a violent death 
 

While the tribulation believers will hold fast and continue to testify to the truth of Christ, the followers of 

The Antichrist will not believe because they will be under a strong deception of belief in the Antichrist. (2 

Thessalonians 2:8-12, Revelation 13:11-14, Revelation 19:20) As a result of their faithfulness, 
they will be killed by the beast and by those who are followers of the false prophet. (Revelation 12:17, 

13:14-18, 17:6, 20:4) Scripture indicates that all of those who follow Christ will be martyred during the 
tribulation except those who have been sealed by God. (Revelation 7:4-17)  
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What is the timing of the persecution and martyrdom of these saints? These saints will be martyred after 
the rapture of the church and up until the time of the fifth seal. (Revelation 4:1) 
 

Revelation 6:10(NKJV) 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and 
avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 
 

Avenging the blood of the saints 
 

A cry for judgment and vengeance. (Revelation 6:10) 
Judgment coming on those who shed the blood of the saints (Revelation 16:6) 
Great Harlot drunk with the blood of the saints (Revelation 17:6) 
God avenges the blood of the saints. (Revelation 18:20)  
Blood of the prophets and saints is found in Babylon. (Revelation 18:24) 
Great Harlot is judged for shedding the blood of the saints. (Revelation 19:2) 
 

The fact that the voices of these martyrs are crying out to God indicates that they are not sleeping or 
unconscious, but that they are fully alert and aware of what is happening.  
 

“How long, O Lord, holy and true” 
 
The cry of these martyrs is a cry to Jesus. He is the one who has been identified as the “holy and true” 

one. (Revelation 3:7)  
 

“until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 
 

Their cry is that Jesus would come and “judge and avenge” their blood. This seems to give us an 
indication that these martyrs are not part of the church. 
 

In the age of the church, the example of Jesus was that the cry of the saints should not be for 

vengeance, but rather that God would forgive our enemies. (Matthew 5:43-44, 6:14-15, Matthew 
18:21-35) This is also the attitude that Jesus modeled when He was hanging on the cross. (Luke 

23:34) The Apostle Paul also taught that we should not cry out for vengeance but that we should love 
and forgive. (Romans 12:17-21, Colossians 3:13) We also see this attitude modeled reflected in the 

early church. (Acts 7:60)  
 

It would seem that if the cry of these saints is the cry of members of the Christian church, it would be a 
cry that would be met with rebuke. However, we do not see that these saints were rebuked. Instead, we 

will see that they are comforted and encouraged. 
 

Instead, this cry for vengeance seems to be more aligned with the prayer of the Old Testament believers. 
(Psalm 55, 59, 94) This seems to align with the idea that at some time after the rapture of the church, 

a covenant will be confirmed by The Antichrist which will begin the seventieth week of Daniel and shift 

the world from the age of grace back to an Old Testament type Jewish covenant. 
 

Notice, the question is not a matter of if God will judge and avenge, but how long. (Psalm 74:9-10, 

Psalm 79:5-7, Psalm 94:3, Habakkuk 1:2) We will see as we proceed through the Book of 
Revelation that God will, indeed, bring judgment and vengeance on those who shed the blood of 

prophets and saints. However, that time is not yet. The purpose of this delay is revealed in the next 

verse. 
 

Revelation 6:11(NKJV) 

11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little 
while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as 
they were, was completed. 
 

The white robe is the clothing of the ones who have been made clean and have overcome because of the 

blood of The Lamb. (Revelation 3:4, Revelation 7:14) We also have an indication that the souls of 
these saints have some type of body. Although it is not a physical body, these martyrs are given white 

clothing to wear.  
 



P a g e  | 14 

 

Revelation Rewind Chapter 6     Pastor Tom Osborne     TRC 

 

“and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.” 
 

The martyrs who were crying out for vengeance are told that they must wait “a little while longer.” The 

reason is there are still more that are going to be martyred and join these souls under the altar. Once the 
rest of the martyred saints join these, they will be resurrected together (Revelation 7:9-14, 15:2-4, 

20:4-6) This “little while longer” is going to be about 3 ½ years.  
 

Revelation 6:12(NKJV) 
12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 
 

These types of signs are not only revealed here in the Book of Revelation. It was also revealed that these 
signs would come in the Old Testament. (Isaiah 13:10, Isaiah 34:2-4, Ezekiel 32:7-8, Joel 2:10, 

Joel 2:30-31, Joel 3:15-16) 
 

When this sixth seal is opened, there is a “great earthquake.” This is the first of five major earthquakes in 
the Book of Revelation. (Revelation 6:12, Revelation 8:5, Revelation 11:13, Revelation 11:19, 

Revelation 16:18) While some believe these separate accounts all speak of the same earthquake, it is 
to be understood that these are separate and unique earthquake occurring at different times during the 

tribulation period. 
 

It is also understood that these earthquakes are literal and not symbolic. Throughout scripture, God has 
used earthquakes as a sign of His activities. (Exodus 19:18, Exodus 20:18-20, 1 Kings 19:11, 

Matthew 27:51-52) 
 

Jesus predicted we would see earthquakes in the time leading up to His Second Coming. (Matthew 
24:7, Mark 13:8, Luke 21:11) There will also be an earthquake at the actual time of His coming. 

(Matthew 24:29-30, Mark 13:24-26, Luke 21:25-28) 
 

and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair 
 

There are four instances in the Book of Revelation when the sun goes dark.  
 

Sixth Seal (Revelation 6:12) 
Fourth trumpet (Revelation 8:12) 
Fifth trumpet (Revelation 9:2) 
Fifth bowl (Revelation 16:10) 
 

Although it is not mentioned specifically in The Book of Revelation, we also know from scripture that the 

sun will go dark at the time of Christ’s second coming. (Joel 2:10, Joel 2:31, Joel 3:15, Matthew 
24:29, Mark 13:24-26, Luke 21:25-28, Acts 2:16-21)  
 

We also see six references in scripture to the sun turning dark also connected to an earthquake. (Joel 

2:10, Joel 2:30-31, Matthew 24:29, Mark 13:24-25, Luke 21:25) 
 

and the moon became like blood. 
Blood Moons (Isaiah 13:10, Isaiah 24:23, Joel 2:10, 2:31, Matthew 24:29, Mark 13:24, Acts 
2:20) 
 

Revelation 6:13(NKJV) 

13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty 
wind. 
 

There are five times in The Book of Revelation when the stars are affected. (Revelation 6:13, 

Revelation 8:10-11, Revelation 8:12, Revelation 9:1, Revelation 12:4) However, we know from 
the teaching of Christ that this same phenomenon will happen at the time of the Second Coming of 

Christ. (Matthew 24:29-31, Mark 13:24-27) Isaiah also presents a similar picture of the heavens 

being affected at the return of Christ. (Isaiah 34:4) Although Revelation six and the Matthew twenty- 
four and Isaiah thirty-four scriptures may look, in some ways, to be the same event, they are separated 

by several years. Revelation six takes place in the first half of Daniel’s seventieth week and Christ’s return 
is not until the end of the week.  
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Stars 
Astēr (Strong’s G792) 
Star 
 

Instead of being actual stars that are falling and hitting the Earth which would easily destroy the Earth, 
these stars are more likely to be understood as asteroids or meteors.   
 

Untimely Figs (KJV) 

Olynthos (Strong’s G3653) 
 An unripe fig which grows during the winter yet does not come to maturity but falls off in the spring. 
 

It is interesting to note that Revelation 6:13 is the only place in the New Testament this word “Olynthos” 

is used. Is it possible that these stars falling in an “untimely” manner would speak to the fact that they 
were unexpected and unseen? 
 

Some believe these “stars” may be large pieces of rock and debris being thrown from the mountains 

which seem to be erupting at this same time. (Revelation 6:14) However, it seems more likely that 
these stars are asteroids or meteors falling from the sky. 

 

Revelation 6:14(NKJV) 
14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out 
of its place. 
 

Space is not an empty vacuum: From Chuck Missler 
Space is: 

Torn (Isaiah 64:1) 
Worn Out (Psalm 102:25-26) 

Shaken (Isaiah 13:13, Haggai 2:6, Hebrews 12:26) 
Dissolved (Isaiah 34:4, 2 Peter 3:12) 

Burnt Up (2 Peter 3:12) 

Rolled up like a scroll (Isaiah 34:4, Hebrews 1:12) 
Split apart like a scroll (Revelation 6:14) 
 

In verses 12-14 we see a seven-fold judgment being poured out. (Earthquake, Sun darkened, Moon 

turns red, Stars fall, Sky recedes like a scroll, Mountains move, Islands move) 
 

Revelation 6:15(NKJV) 

15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every 
slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 
 

In verse 12-14 we saw a seven-fold judgment being poured out in the sixth seal. Verse 14 shows us 

seven classes of men affected by the judgments being poured out. The fact that there are seven 

categories of men mentioned as well as the designation for each group gives us an indication that these 
judgments will affect every individual. During this time of judgment, there will be fear in every walk of 

life. These people will try to hide from judgment, but their efforts will be to no avail. 
 

Revelation 6:16(NKJV) 
16 and said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
 

Instead of repenting and turning to God, these individuals will instead turn to the mountains and rocks to 
fall on them and hide them from the Lamb. They would rather be crushed and die under the rocks or be 

trapped and hidden than to simply turn to God.  
 

Mountains and rocks are symbolic of those things which are strong and stable. In this time of judgment 
even the strong things will be shaken.  
 

It could be that this cry to the rocks and mountains is a plea to false idols and false gods of nature to 

save from the wrath of the one true God.  
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A similar cry was prophesied to come from the inhabitants of Israel when Assyria would invade, destroy, 
and take captive the Israelites. (Hosea 10:8, See also Leviticus 26:30-31) Jesus also prophesied the 

utterance of these words in reference to the 70 A.D. destruction of Jerusalem. (Luke 23:27-30) 
 

Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 
 

While we see the judgments of The Book of Revelation are coming from the throne of The Father, we 

also see that judgment is the wrath of The Lamb as well. The Father and Son are working together not 

only to bring salvation to those who will receive it, but to bring judgment on those who have rejected the 
call to repentance. 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God, the one who was slain to satisfy the wrath of The Father. If the only one who 

can satisfy the Father’s wrath is also against you, where else can you turn? (Psalm 34:12-16, 1 Peter 
3:10-12) God has provided time for man to repent and He has gone out of His way to provide 

opportunity. (2 Peter 3:1-13) However, the time of grace will, at some point, run out and God will also 
have His time of judgment. 
 

Revelation 6:17(NKJV) 

17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” 
 

While many prefer only to point to the grace and love of God, scripture clearly indicates the reality of 
God’s wrath as well. (Isaiah 13:13, Jeremiah 50:13, Ezekiel 7:7-8, 19, Hosea 5:10, Zephaniah 

1:14-15, 18, Zechariah 7:12, John 3:36, Romans 1:18, Ephesians 5:6, Revelation 14:10, 19, 
15:1, 7, 16:1, 19, 19:15) 
 

who is able to stand?” 
 

The question, “who is able to stand,” may seem like a hopeless question inferring that no one can stand 

the wrath of the Father and the Lamb. However, there are three groups of people who will, indeed, 
stand: 
 

The Church 

The church will not only be able to stand in but will be removed from the wrath of God. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:9) We will be removed from the Earth by the rapture of the church before the 

judgments of Revelation are unleashed. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, 1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 
Revelation 3:10, Revelation 4:1) 
 

The 144,000 

Revelation chapter seven is a partial answer to the question posed in Revelation 6:17. We are told in 
verses 1-8, there will be 144,000 Jewish believers who will be marked by God and protected in the midst 

of the tribulation judgments.  
 

The Great multitude (Revelation 7:9-17) 
 

While God’s judgment will be poured out on the Earth God knows the ones who are His and He will 
continue, as always, to protect His own. (Nahum 1:1-7, Malachi 3:2-3, Malachi 4:1-3) 

 


