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Introduction 
Chapter 4 marks a shift in The Book of Revelation. In Chapter 1 Jesus commands John to write “the 

things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will take place after this.” 
(Revelation 1:19) This is the divine outline of Revelation. The Book of Revelation breaks down into 

these three sections. Chapter 1 reveals “the things which you have seen.” Chapters 2-3 reveal the things 

which are” and Chapters 4-22 reveal “the things which will take place after this.” 
 

Revelation chapters 4 and 5 give us a glimpse into Heaven’s activity. We see worship taking place and 

preparations for the final judgment of the Earth and its inhabitants. In Chapter 4 God the Father is 

worshipped as the creator of all things. In Chapter 5 Jesus, the Lamb of God is worshipped as the 
ultimate redeemer. Also, in Chapter 5, the heavenly worship raises to a crescendo as The Father and the 

Lamb of God receive worship as every creature proclaims, “Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to 
Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 
 

Revelation 4 and 5 also serve to tie the letters to the churches with the final judgment of God at the end 

of this age and the ultimate victory of Christ as He is enthroned as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  
 

Revelation 4:1(NKJV) 

1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I 
heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I will show you things which 
must take place after this.” 
 

After these things 
 

After 
Meta (Strong’s G3326) 
With, After, Behind 
 

These Things 
Tauta (Strong’s G5023) 
These things 
 

Meta Tauta is the same phrase that Jesus uses in Revelation 1:19 when he says, “take place after this.” 
This phrase is also translated “hereafter” and points to something that happens in a chronological order. 

Some interpret “after these things” to mean only that John had this vision after he had the received the 

vision and revelation of Chapters 1-3. However, the fact that “after these things” is mentioned twice in 
verse one indicates that not only the vision came later but that the events would also take place after the 

events of Chapters 2-3. 
 

I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. 
When John looks up, he sees a door standing open in heaven. This is likely the same kind of opening that 

other prophets and Godly men saw standing open as well. (Genesis 28:10-12, Ezekiel 1:1, Matthew 
3:16, Acts 7:56, Acts 10:11) 
 

The door into the open heaven John sees is a door of illumination into prophetic events which take place 

after the completion of the church age. John is about to see what is going on in the throne room of God 
as The Father is preparing to execute final judgment on the Earth and the final coronation of Jesus as the 

King of Kings. It is the grace of God which allows John a glimpse into that which is only a wondrous 

mystery without God’s decision to open the door and reveal things that have already been planned and 
prepared in Heaven. Without God we would still be lost as to what our future holds. 

 
And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet 
The first voice that John heard was the voice of Christ Himself. (Revelation 1:10) In Revelation 1:10, 
John also describes the voice as being “as of a trumpet.” The trumpeting voice of Christ spoke saying, “I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last.” 
 

Now, John hears the voice of Christ again also likened to the sound of a trumpet, summoning him to 
come up through the door to see what is happening in Heaven. 
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The multiple references to the sound of a trumpet point us to the Old Testament account of Moses 
(Exodus 19:16-20) and, I believe, point us toward the rapture of the church which will take place at 

the end of the church age and before the beginning of the tribulation period. 
 

First, to lay a foundation that this event is connected to the rapture of the church, it is important to 
discuss the Jewish festival of trumpets. 
 

As we study through the Old and New Testaments, we find the Old Testament festivals, sabbaths and 

laws were all intended to be a type and shadow of Christ’s ministry, both on Earth and in Heaven. 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9, Colossians 2:16-17) Of the seven major Jewish festivals, we find that each has a 

significant purpose that highlights an aspect of Christ’s work. Studied together we discover a connection 
to Revelation 4:1. 
 

Spring Feasts 

• Passover (First Month Nisan 14th day) Mar/Apr 
• Unleavened Bread (1st month 15-21) Mar/Apr 
• Firstfruits (1st month 16th day) Mar/Apr 
• Feast of Pentecost (3rd month Sivan Day 6) 50 days after Firstfruits 

 

Fall Feasts 

• Feast of Trumpets (7th month Tishri Day 1) Sep/Oct 
• Day of Atonement (7th month Tishri 10th day) Sep/Oct 
• Feast of Tabernacles (7th month Tishri 15th-22nd days) 

 

Spring Feasts: That which has passed 
 

1. Passover (First Month Nisan Day 14) Mar/April (Exodus 12) 
The Israelites were about to be delivered from their bondage. God had already accomplished nine 

plagues against Pharaoh and the Egyptians. Now was the time for the final blow which would cause 
Pharaoh to set the Israelites free. An angel of death would Pass over the land and slay all the firstborn 

children. However, God instructed Moses to tell the Israelites to choose a lamb, slaughter it and put the 
blood on the top and sides of the doorpost. If the angel saw the blood, the family would be protected.  
 

The Passover feast was a remembrance of the events of Exodus 12. Scripture goes on to say that as the 

lamb was sacrificed, the Israelites were to be fully dressed, shoes on and with a walking stick. (Exodus 
12:11) They were to eat the meal quickly to symbolize how they had to flee after the death angel 

passed over. 
 

Scripture tells us that Jesus became the Passover lamb whose blood would become our covering.  
(1 Corinthians 5:7) 
 

2. Feast of Unleavened Bread: (First Month Nisan Day 15-21) March/April 
 

The feast of unleavened bread represents the fact that when the Israelites fled Egypt, they didn’t have 

time to put leaven in their bread. (Exodus 12:39) During this festival, the Israelites were to remove all 
leaven from their house for seven days as a memorial.  
 

Jesus, the sinless one is the bread of life (John 6:51) 
 

Jesus spoke of himself as the bread from heaven. However, if Christ is the fulfillment of this festival, 

there must be a connection to the bread being unleavened. 
 

Leaven is used throughout scripture as a symbol for sin. Leaven is equated with sin, with hypocrisy, with 

false teaching and false teachers throughout the Bible. Therefore, the picture of something being without 

“leaven” is the picture of something that is without sin.  
 

We see that Jesus is, indeed, pictured as one without sin. (1 Peter 2:21-22, 2 Corinthians 5:21) 
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Symbolism in celebrating the Feast 
 

The Bedikat HaMetz (The search for the leaven) 

In preparation for the Passover and the feast of unleavened bread, the mother would go through the 

house and remove all the leaven from the home. However, she would purposefully leave ten small pieces 
of leaven to be found.  
 

The father and the children would then take a candle, a feather and a spoon and search the house 

carefully for the leaven. The light would be used to search and when leaven was found, the candle would 
be placed next to it. The feather would be used to sweep the leaven on to the spoon and then the 

feather, the spoon and leaven would be wrapped in a white linen and placed outside. The next day, 
which would be the Passover, the father would take the linen to the synagogue and burn it in the fire.  
 

There is a beautiful picture of Jesus in this act. The house represents our individual lives as temples of 

The Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17) The candle is the word of God. (Psalm 119:105) As the 
candle is placed next to the leaven so the word shines on all the sin in our lives. The feather represents 

the dove who is the Holy Spirit who convicts and leads us to repentance by placing our trust in Christ. 
The wooden spoon represents the wood of the cross. Through the power of the word and the Spirit of 

God, our sins are swept on to the cross. The spoon is then wrapped in the linen which represents the 

cloths that wrapped Christ as He went into the grave. The linen being thrown into the fire represents the 
judgment that came upon Christ as He carried our sin.  
 

Another tradition of the celebration of Passover and unleavened bread is a ceremony that involves three 

pieces of unleavened bread. The three pieces of bread which are striped and pierced. (Isaiah 53:5)  
 

Three pieces of unleavened bread are placed inside a bag with three compartments called a matzoh tosh. 

This is called a unity. The middle matzah is then broken, and the broken piece is wrapped in a cloth and 

hidden in the house. The children search for the hidden and wrapped piece of matzah and the one who 
finds it receives a special reward. The pieces of the recovered matzah are then broken into pieces and 

given to those who are at the meal.  
 

This tradition is symbolic of the trinity of God. (The unity) The middle piece which is striped and pierced 
is then broken, wrapped, and hidden away which represents the death and burial of Jesus. Those who 

find the broken piece are then rewarded which speaks to the salvation and life that come from trusting in 
the blood and the death of Christ. The recovered pieces are broken and passed to the attendees which 

represents the brokenness of Christ’s body represented during communion. (1 Corinthians 11:23-24) 
 

For further study on the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Exodus 12:15-20: 13:3-10, Leviticus 
23:6-8. Numbers 28:17-25, Deuteronomy 16:3,4,8) 
 

Feast of Firstfruits (First month Nisan Day 16) March/April  
 

Firstfruits represents the celebration of the firstfruits of the barley harvest. The firstfruits of each harvest 

would be marked, harvested, and given to the priest. The priest would then offer a sheaf (Omer 2.3 
quarts) of grain to the Lord along with a lamb. This act would symbolize the thankfulness and trust the 

people had in the Lord to provide an abundant harvest.  
 

Did Jesus, in some way, fulfill the feast of firstfruits? Yes! Christ rose again on the third day after his 
death and scripture tells us that his resurrection is the firstfruits of all of those who would be resurrected 

into a new and eternal covenant of life. (1 Corinthians 15:20-24) 
 

How is Christ the firstfruits? He is the first one to be raised from the dead under the new covenant. Some 
argue that Christ was not the first person to be resurrected from the dead in scripture. This is true 

however, before Christ all who were resurrected still died at some point. With the resurrection of Jesus 
there is an assurance that those resurrected will never die again. We understand that when Christ came 

out of the grave, there were other saints resurrected with him. (Matthew 27:51-53) 
 

Not all the saints were resurrected. Why? It was only the firstfruits. 1 Corinthians tells us the fullness of 
harvest comes for those who are Christ’s at his coming. Christ’s coming is in two phases:  
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First, He comes in the clouds and the dead in Christ, the living saints and I believe the Old Testament 
saints are caught up to meet him in the air. (Daniel 12:1-2, 1 Corinthians 15:51-54, 1 

Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
 

Secondly, those who are martyred in the tribulation period and those living for Christ during the 
tribulation will be gathered with Christ when He returns to set up his kingdom on Earth. (Matthew 

24:27-31, Revelation 20:4-6) 
 

For further study on Firstfruits (Leviticus 23:9-14, Numbers 28:26-31) 
 

Feast of Weeks (Pentecost, Shavuot) (Month 3 Sivan Day 6) May/June 
 

The feast of weeks is like the feast of firstfruits. However, this feast is a celebration of the firstfruits of 

the wheat harvest. It takes place on the day following seven weeks from firstfruits or fifty days after, 
hence the name Pentecost.  
 

Pentecost is last of Spring Feasts. The next feast on the agenda will be the feast of trumpets which takes 

place four months after Pentecost. In fact, the final three feasts are four months after Pentecost. Jesus 
said an interesting thing about 4 months that seems to give us an indication of His divine plan. (John 

4:34-38) There seems to be an allusion in John 4 that there would be a period of time between the 

firstfruits of Christ’s church and His return which would complete the harvest of souls into His kingdom. 
 

Jesus connects the wheat harvest to those who will find eternal life. The harvest is people. How does the 

harvest of people to eternal life fit into the narrative of the feast of Pentecost? 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, you will receive power to be witnesses for Christ, (Acts 1:8) the sinless lamb 
that takes away sin and gives eternal life. When did they get this power? (Acts 2:1-4) 
 

The gift of the Holy Spirit, which came on the day of Pentecost ushered in the firstfruits of those who 

would be saved under the new covenant. On the day of Pentecost three thousand who were saved. 
(Acts 2:41) Many millions more would and still will come to faith in Jesus over the years, but these were 

the firstfruits. This was the fulfillment of Christ’s promise in Acts 1. (Acts 1:8) 
 

For further study on the Feast of Pentecost (Exodus 23:16: 34:22, Leviticus 23:15-21, 
Numbers 28:26-31, Deuteronomy 16:9-12) 
 

So far, we see with absolute clarity that each of the spring festivals were fulfilled by Christ. We are then 

reminded there is a gap of four months between the spring festivals and the fall festivals. If Christ has 
fulfilled the first four festivals does it not seem logical and scripturally sound to believe that he will also 

fulfill the last three? 
 

Feast of Trumpets (Rosh Hashanah) Month 7 Tishri Day 1 (September/October) 
 

An interesting and important aspect of the Feast of Trumpets is that it didn’t start according to the 
calendar day, but upon the first observance of the new moon. When two witnesses would report that 

they had spotted the new moon, the festival would begin. So, it could be said that no one knew the exact 
time or hour of its commencement. This is symbolic of the return of Christ of which Jesus said no one 

knows the day or the hour. (Matthew 24:36) During the feast there would be more than 100 blasts of 
the shofar.  
 

4 types of blasts during the Feast of Trumpets 

1. Tekiah- A long single blast (Represents the Sound of the king’s coronation) 
2. Shevarim – 3 short wail-like blasts (Represents a call to repentance) 

3. Teru’ah – Nine staccato blasts of alarm (Represents a call to awaken the dead soul) 

4. Tekiah Gadol – A great and long blast for as long as you can hold it. This is known to the Jews as 
the “Last Trump.” (Represents redemption and new beginnings) 
 

These trumpet blasts are in this order which would make the long and loud blast the final trumpet. 

Where does this connect us to Revelation 4:1? I believe this trumpet blast of Revelation 4:1 is the same 
trumpet blast connected to the moment of the rapture or the catching away of the church. As John is 

caught up into heaven so the church will be caught up into heaven at this point after the church age and 
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before the beginning of the tribulation period. We will step into the fullness of our redemption and into 
the day of new beginnings. 
 

What is the rapture? 

Multiple times in scripture Jesus and the apostles alluded to a time when the church would be removed 
from the world and taken to be with Christ. (John 14:1-4, 1 Corinthians 15:51-54, 1 Thessalonians 

4:16-17) 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18(NKJV) 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
 

Caught Up 
Harpazo (Strong’s G726) 
To seize, carry off by force 
To seize on, claim for one's self eagerly 
To snatch out or away 
To Take by Force 
 

The Rapture is the most preposterous belief in Biblical Christianity….We need to recognize that it is a wild 
idea, a strange idea that at some indeterminate moment Christ’s believers will be caught up, snatched up 
out of this world while the world goes on with a very, very definite agenda. A very strange idea – Chuck 
Missler 
 

However, as preposterous as it sounds, it is still true. How do we know that? We know because Jesus 

said it would happen in John 14:1-4.  
 

Some say the rapture cannot be true because the word rapture is not in the Bible. However, the words 

Trinity, Millennium and Second Coming aren’t in scripture either. Words are used in the English language 

to describe ideas that are described in the original languages. You would have to be able to read in 
Greek, Aramaic or Hebrew to understand the actual original words.  
 

Where does the term rapture come from then? It comes from the translation of scripture into Latin. The 

translators saw what we read as “caught up” and chose the Latin word rapio to convey the meaning of 
the word Harpazo. 
 

Rapio 

Drag off; Snatch, Seize, Carry Off 
 

When the Bible was translated into English there was often a heavy reliance on Latin texts and so the 

Greek word harpazo became rapio which translates in English to the word rapture. The meaning is the 

same. It is simply a matter of where the word was translated from. So technically we see that Rapture is, 
in fact, a Biblical word. 
 

The more important question is, is there an event, whether we call it the rapture or some other name, 

when Jesus will come back and gather his bride the church and take them to Heaven to be with him? We 
know this is true because, as stated, Jesus said so in John 14. 
 

There will be a moment, I contend will absolutely be connected to the pattern of the Jewish Wedding 

System, when the Father will say to his son, go and get your bride. According to the Jewish custom, this 
is an unknown date. The fact that the date is unknown and could occur at any moment relates to timing.  
 

In both 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and in 1 Corinthians 15:51-55, Paul explains what happens when Christ 

descends, the shout is heard and the trumpet sounds.  
 

First, for those who have died: Paul likens the dead in Christ to a seed that has been planted into the 

ground, but that will rise to its full glory. Those who have died will have died in a mortal and sin 

corrupted form, but they will, in that moment, be changed into an immortal and incorruptible form. A 
glorified body that is no longer capable of sin, sickness, or death. A body that will no longer be 



P a g e  | 7 

 

Revelation Rewind Chapter 4     Pastor Tom Osborne     TRC 

 

constrained by the laws of physics we currently are bound to. We will be able then to see Christ as he 
really is, and we will be revealed as to who we really are when we are not constrained in this body. 
 

Second, those who are alive and remain. After the dead saints have come up out of their graves and 

are caught up to be with Jesus, those who are alive and remain in Christ will also be caught up and will 
be transformed into the same immortal and incorrupt bodies. 
 

Another question emerges as we study the concept of the rapture or the “catching away.” Is the rapture 

a one-off event with no type or precedent in scripture? Some who say the Rapture cannot be, miss the 
fact that there have already been multiple “raptures” in scripture. 
 

The Concept of The Rapture in Scripture? 

1. Enoch 
In Genesis 5 we see the genealogy of Adam. As we progress through the chapter, we see that Adam 

begot Seth, Seth begot Enosh and on and on. However, in the middle of all of those who lived, had 
children, and then died, there is one peculiar individual. (Genesis 5:24) Here we see a man named 

Enoch, whose name means “dedicated.” Scripture says that Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for 
God took him. We find that this phrase “took him” is a Hebrew equivalent for the Greek word Harpazo. 
 

Took 

Laqach (Strong’s 3947) 
to take, get, fetch, lay hold of, seize, receive, acquire, buy, bring, marry, take a wife, snatch, take away 
 

We are told in scripture that the end times will be “as in the days of Noah.” (Matthew 24:37) There is 

an interesting parallel between the life of Enoch, the days of Noah and Revelation 4:1. We see from 
Genesis 5 that Enoch begat Methuselah. Methuselah begat Lamech and Lamech begat Noah. Methuselah 

lived longer than anyone else has ever lived at 969 years.  Methuselah means “man of the dart or spear.” 

However, an alternate meaning of his name is “his death shall bring.” Methuselah, you will see upon 
studying the genealogical timeline, lived until Noah’s 600th year. Methuselah was 187 when he had 

Lamech and lived 782 years more. Lamech had Noah when he was 182 (Genesis 5:25-28) 
 

The Flood came in Noah's 600th year (Genesis 7:6, 11) 600 + 182 = 782nd year of Lamech, the year 
Methuselah died.  
 

What was the message of Enoch? (Jude 14-15) 

Enoch is a type of the rapture in that scripture says that it will be as in the days of Noah so it shall be at 
the coming of Christ. Enoch walked dedicated to God and was a prophetic voice warning of the coming of 

God’s judgment for sin. (Methuselah) He was then removed from the Earth prior to the flood coming on 
the Earth. (Hebrews 11:5-7) 
 

Enoch was a man of faith who responded to God and was a voice for God and then he was “taken away” 

before his prophesied judgments were manifest. 
 

2. Elijah (2 Kings 2:9-11) 
 

Taken Away 

Laqach (Strong’s 3947) 
 to take, get, fetch, lay hold of, seize, receive, acquire, buy, bring, marry, take a wife, snatch, take away 
 

3. Jesus (Acts 1:9-11) 

The phrase taken up in verse 9 comes from a word that is translated 82 times in the scripture to be 

taken, taken up or to take. (See Revelation 12:5) Many commentators believe Revelation 12:5 is a 
reference to the ascension of Acts 1:9-11. However, other commentators believe the child being caught 

up can also have reference to the rapture of the church. However it is interpreted, we can see that Jesus 
was “caught up,” which is the same word “Harpazo” we see in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18. 
 

4. Paul (2 Corinthians 12:1-6) 

The phrase caught up is the same word “Harpazo” as in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 
 

5. Philip (Acts 8:39-40) 
“Caught Philip Away” in verse 39 is “Harpazo”  
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6. The Rapture of The Church (1 Cor 15:51-57, 1 Thes 4:16-17) 
 

7. The Apostle John (Revelation 4:1-2) 
 

8. The Two Witnesses (Revelation 11:11-12) 
 

There are many who say the rapture is too far out and cannot be true. However, a search through the 

scriptures reveals there have already been multiple raptures and the rapture of the church is just one. 
 
 

And the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here” 
 

The loud trumpet-like voice John hears that beckons him to “come up here” represents the last trumpet 
of 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-54. 
 

Some contend the last trumpet is the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11:15. This does not appear to be 

the case. Note that nowhere in first or second Corinthians does it appear anyone asked, or that Paul felt 
it necessary to explain what the last trumpet was. If this were the case and the last trumpet is referring 

the seventh trumpet of Revelation 11, how could the Thessalonians know in a letter that was written in 
approximately 56 A.D. about a seventh trumpet that was not revealed to John until his vision in 96 A.D. 

when Revelation was written?  
 

It was not Paul who had the vision of Christ’s coming, it was John. It would not be given to John for 
another nearly 40 years. So, the Corinthians and the Thessalonians must have known what the meaning 

of the last trumpet was without the knowledge of John’s seventh trumpet. What did they believe the last 
trumpet to be? Paul, in stating the “Harpazo” would come at the last trump, assumes his readers 

understand what the last trumpet is about. From a Jewish perspective, there would be a natural 

inclination to understand the trumpet to be related to the Feast of Trumpets. Why? Paul’s last trumpet 
refers to the dead being raised, and the living being changed, a theme carried on in 1 Thessalonians 

where Paul says we will be caught up or called up. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) This is the theme of the 
Feast of Trumpets. 
 

Additionally, there is no reason given by God to celebrate trumpets except for it is to be a memorial. 

(Leviticus 23:23-25) Scripture does not indicate what is being memorialized. However, Jewish tradition 
relates trumpets as a memorial of when Moses was called by God and he “went up on the mountain.” 

When Moses “went up” (Alah= Ascend, go up, rise) and God gave Moses the law, there is found an 

interesting connection to the trumpet of God. (Exodus 19:16-20) 
 

When the trumpet blew long and became louder and louder, God came down and Moses went up. 

Because Trumpets seems to be connected to this event, those Jewish believers would understand the 

imagery of a trumpet that blew when God came down and Moses went up. (1 Corinthians 15:51-54) 
 

The connection is that throughout Chapters 1-3 of Revelation, John is hearing Christ’s voice as a trumpet. 

What is this voice saying? The voice is a call to repentance; it is a call to wake up from sleep and, for 

some, to wake up from the dead. It is the revelation that Christ will be coming again and when He comes 
it will not be as the suffering servant but as the reigning King of all Kings. Each aspect of Chapters 1-3 

points us to a step in the fulfillment of the Feast of Trumpets. This all culminates in Chapter 4:1 when 
Christ’s voice rings out like the final trumpet and says, the church age is complete, come up here and see 

what’s next. It’s time for things to become new. This event points us to the rapture of the church which 
will take place at the end of the church age and before the start of the tribulation period which 

commences with Revelation 6:1. 
 

For further study on The Feast of Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25, Numbers 29:1-6) 
 

There is a clear indication in scripture that just as Christ fulfilled the first 4 festivals, He will also fulfill the 
symbolism of the feast of trumpets when he returns for his church. 
 

“Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this.” 
 

At this moment, as stated, John is taken through the door into the throne room of God. A shift takes 
place from the vision of the churches to a vision of God Himself and the throne room of Heaven. I also 

believe this moment symbolizes the rapture of the church which will take place at the culmination of the 
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church age and before the seven-year tribulation begins here on the Earth. (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, 
1 Corinthians 15:51-55) In the first three chapters of Revelation there are nineteen references to the 

church. However, starting with Revelation 4:1, the church is not seen or heard from again until it is 
mentioned in Revelation 22:16. Why is the church mentioned nineteen times in three chapters and not 

mentioned again? I believe it is because the church will no longer be on Earth during the events 

described in Revelation 6-18. The church will be invited to “Come up here” and will be raptured to 
Heaven where we will be with Christ, receive our rewards and join ourselves to Christ as his bridegroom.  
 

Revelation 4:2(NKJV) 

2 Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 
 

When John is summoned to “Come up here” he tells us he was immediately “in the Spirit.” What does it 

mean to be “in the Spirit?” John was taken into a sudden and unconscious estate where he experienced 

an open vision of Heaven. John is taken “in the Spirit” on several occasions throughout the Book of 
Revelation. (Revelation 1:10, 4:2, 17:3, 21:10)  
 

and behold, a throne set in Heaven, and one sat on the throne. 
The throne room of Heaven is the seat of Father God’s honor and sovereign authority. He is the One who 

is seated on the throne. In fact, we will see the throne is one of the keywords of the Book of Revelation 

being mentioned 46 times. In Chapter 4 alone, the throne of God and the thrones of the elders are 
mentioned 14 times. Specific mention of God, who sits on the throne, can be seen 9 times throughout 

the Book of Revelation. (Revelation 4:9-11, 5:1,7,13, 6:16, 7:10, 15, 19:4, 21:5) 
 

That this throne was “set” in Heaven does not mean that John saw the throne being placed in the throne 
room but that it was firmly planted in Heaven. We can see in scripture throughout the Old Testament 

there were faithful servants of God who got a glimpse into Heaven only to see that the throne of God 
was already firmly established in its place. (1 Kings 22:19, 2 Chronicles 18:18, Psalm 47:8, Isaiah 

6:1, Ezekiel 1:26-28) The Throne of God never, at any point, came into existence. Instead, it has been 

set in place for eternity past and will continue to set in its place for eternity to come. (Revelation 
11:15) 
 

The throne of God is the command center from which all wisdom, knowledge and revelation flow to the 

church and the world. Throughout scripture we see that all earthly authority is ultimately in place 
because of the dictates flowing from the throne of God. Righteous rulers and evil rulers alike are only in 

place because it is the plan of God. (Jeremiah 27:6, Jeremiah 43:10, Luke 2:1-7, Romans 13:1)  
 

In addition, we will see that it is from the throne of God that the final judgments of this age will proceed. 
In fact, it is interesting to note that prior to each set of judgments, (seals, trumpets, bowls) the throne 

room of God is mentioned. (Revelation 4:1-5:14, 8:1-6, 11:15-19, 15:1-8) Whatever is going on in 
Heaven and on Earth, it is God who is in sovereign control. 
 

In the Book of Revelation, we have a picture of God’s love, mercy, and restoration. However, we also see 

a picture of God’s wrath, (Revelation 6:16-17, 11:15-19, 15:1-8) judgment and destruction of 
Satan, his followers and all of those who reject the cross of Christ. It is important to understand the 

throne of God represents both mercy and judgment. If we cannot see these two aspects of God’s 
Kingdom rule, then we will miss out on the true understanding of the Book of Revelation. 
 

As we read through Revelation, we see great activity in Heaven and chaos on the Earth, but in all of this, 

God sits calmly on His throne executing judgment and pouring out mercy. He has always reigned, and He 
will always reign. He is the one who was and is and is to come.    
 

Revelation 4:3(NKJV) 

3 And He who sat there was like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow 
around the throne, in appearance like an emerald. 
 

As John tries to describe The Father on the throne, he cannot describe God’s form, but only His brilliance 

and glory. If God were to reveal his form to man, scripture tells us man could not live. (Exodus 33:20) 
It is also likely that man would create an idol to worship. Instead, God’s brilliance and glory are revealed 

in a way that speaks to his character and attributes, not his physical appearance. 
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Jasper 
Jasper is a clear gem. It is likened to a diamond. Jasper is mentioned as being in the wall of the New 

Jerusalem. (Revelation 21:18) It is the first foundation stone in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 
21:19) and the last stone in the breastplate of the High Priest in Exodus. (Exodus 28:20, 39:13) The 

diamond like brilliance of jasper is clear and bright and speaks to several things. 
 

First, the brightness of the jasper reflects light. It is interesting to note that light reflecting through pure 
jasper or diamond creates a rainbow effect which is also seen in the throne room of God. Scripture also 

tells us that God wraps Himself in light. (Psalm 104:1-2, 1 Timothy 6:16, James 1:17, 1 John 1:5)  
 

Secondly, the light of God represents the holiness of God. The pure white brilliance of this picture speaks 
to true purity. God is not simply holy in his thoughts and actions. Instead, He is a God whose very nature 

and character is holiness.  
 

It is the light of God’s holiness that illuminates the darkness of sin and reveals the pathway to holiness in 
the life of the believer. (John 8:12, 1 Peter 2:9-10, 1 John 1:5-9) Scripture tells us God will not lead 

us into temptation and sin, but instead He will lead us to the light of holiness. (James 1:12-18) When 
we walk in the light of God’s holiness, we will show forth the glory of our Father, because as we walk in 

light, we show the world what the Father is like. (Matthew 5:14-16) When we do what The Father 

does, we look like Him.  
 

Sardius 

The Sardius stone is a fiery colored red stone, sometimes compared to a ruby. The Sardius stone is 

mentioned as being the sixth stone in the foundation of the New Jerusalem. (Revelation 21:20) 
Sardius is also mentioned as being the first stone in the breastplate of the High Priest. (Exodus 28:17) 

In the Book of Daniel the fiery red color is not only mentioned as being like the appearance of God the 
Father, but also the appearance of His throne. (Daniel 7:9) 
 

Sardius is the fiery red color that represents judgment, both good and bad. 
 

On one hand it represents the blood of Christ that allows mercy to flow from the throne of God on His 

people. In this respect we see that we can approach the throne of grace mentioned by the writer of 
Hebrews through the blood of Christ. (Hebrews 4:16) For the believer in Christ, our sins were judged 

at the cross of Christ. We will stand before God to be judged again, but at that time we will only be 
judged for rewards not for sin. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15) 
 

On the other hand, the fiery red sardius stone represents the wrath of God’s judgment that will also be 

poured out on Satan, his armies and those who reject His Son Jesus. (Revelation 4:1-5:14, 8:1-6, 
11:15-19, 15:1-8)  
 

As previously mentioned Sardius is the first stone in the breastplate of the High Priest and Jasper is the 

last. This reveals some interesting symbolism. 
 

First, Exodus 28 goes on to tell us that each stone on the breastplate is to represent one of the 12 sons 
of Jacob. (Exodus 28:17-21) The first son of Jacob represented by the sardius is Reuben. A quick look 

at Genesis 29 tells us that Reuben means “see a son.” We also see in the same chapter that the last son 
to be born to Jacob was Benjamin. Benjamin means “son of my right hand.” The placement of these two 

stones on the breastplate both point forward to Jesus as being the first and the last. He is the son that 

we must look to see, and he is also the son that sits at the Father’s right hand. 
 

and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.  
 

Around the throne of God was a rainbow which was also seen by the prophet Ezekiel. (Ezekiel 1:26-

28) The rainbow John saw around the throne was in appearance like an emerald. Emerald is a bright 
green stone. I don’t believe that green was the only color that John saw, but it was the most prominent 

color. Why?  
 

Green in scripture often represents new beginnings, new life, and the mercy of God. It is fitting that, at 
this time, when the greatest tribulation and judgment the Earth has ever seen is about to be unleashed, 

the emerald rainbow reminds God’s children that He is still in control. Not only is God in control but it is 
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his undying covenant mercy that will prevail and bring new life out of the darkness. The rainbow is the 
reminder that, even in judgment, God’s blessings are still coming. 
 

This rainbow in the throne room is also seen to be around or round about the throne. This is not a 

rainbow in the sense we normally think. This rainbow is a full circle and not the half circle we are used to 
seeing.  This speaks to the completion of the covenant that was set in place in the days of Noah. 

(Genesis 9:11-17) Once the judgment of the flood was over, God made a covenant with Noah. This 
was a covenant of blessing and protection given at a time of new beginnings on this Earth. As John is 

caught up into Heaven, we see the emerald rainbow full circle around the throne which represents God’s 

covenant with His people of blessing and the beginning of a New Heaven and a New Earth that will 
shortly be established on the Earth. (Revelation 21:1)  
 

Revelation 4:4(NKJV) 

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, 
clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads. 
 

I believe these are the same thrones Daniel saw. (Daniel 7:9) It is interesting to note that Daniel did 
not mention seeing anyone sitting on those thrones. It is possible this gives us an indication as to who 

occupies these thrones as we continue our study. 
 

Also worth noting is that the King James Versions translates thrones (NKJV) as the words “seats.” A look 
at the Greek will allow us to see what is being spoken of. 
 

Thrones (Seats) 

Thronos (Strong’s G2362) 
 1. a throne seat 
     A. a chair of state having a footstool 
     B. assigned in the NT to kings, hence, kingly power or royalty 
          i. metaph. to God, the governor of the world 
          ii. to the Messiah, Christ, the partner and assistant in the 
             divine administration. 
             a. hence divine power belonging to Christ 
          iii. to judges i.e. tribunal or bench 
          iv. to elders 
 

Views on Daniel 7:9 

Thrones set in place (Being placed) 
Set 

Remah (Strong’s H7412) 
1. To Cast, Throw 
2. To Be Cast, To Be Placed, To Be Set 
 
This verse is interpreted in several different ways: 
 

1. The King James Version translates this as cast down which leads some commentaries to point toward 
the cast down of the previously mentioned nations. (Daniel 7:1-8) 
 

2. Other interpret verse nine as referring to the thrones of the Father and Jesus. 
 

3. Others, including, myself, interpret these thrones as referring to the thrones of the twenty-four elders.  

Daniel saw the thrones, but the elders were not yet seated. This may give us an indication of timing as 
we continue our study. 
 

On the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on 
their heads. 
 

To discover the identity of these twenty-four elders, it seems beneficial to discuss four things: 1. 
Significance of the number 24 in scripture 2. The apparel 3. The promises 4. The Timing 
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1. Significance of the number 24 in scripture 
In 2 Chronicles we see the priesthood in the temple was broken up into 24 divisions. Each division served 

for two weeks. This is what we see Zechariah doing about the time of Jesus. (Luke 1:5-9) Remember 
Colossians 2:16-17 tells us that what happens in the Old Testament is a shadow of things pertaining to 

Jesus. The twenty-four elders, then, represent a priesthood. (Also note the priestly offerings being 

offered by the twenty-four elders. (Revelation 5:8) 
 

2. The apparel 

These elders are wearing white robes and golden crowns 
 

1. Crowns 
Stephanos (Strong’s G4735) 
 A crown 
   A mark of royal or (in general) exalted rank 
   The wreath or garland which was given as a prize to victors in public games 
     That which is an ornament and honor to one 
 

2. White Robes 

White robes are the garments of priesthood  
 

3. The Promises 
 

1. Crowns 
We see from Revelation 2-3 that crowns are promised to those who overcome.  (Revelation 2:10, 

Revelation 3:26-27, Revelation 3:21) 
 

2. White Robes 
White robes are also promised to New Testament believers who have overcome the world.  

(Revelation 3:4-5) 
 

We see, then, that crowns and robes are the clothing of a royal priesthood. There are two groups in 
scripture identified as members of a royal priesthood:  
 

1. Israel (Exodus 19:5-7) 

2 New Testament Christian believers (1 Peter 2:4-10, Revelation 1:6) 
 

The twenty-four elders seem to represent the royal priesthood that precedes from Israel and the New 
Testament Church. Interestingly, Israel was founded by the twelve sons of Jacob and the church was 

founded by the twelve apostles of Christ. This is an allusion symbolic of those who are in Heaven at this 
time. These are not, as some believe, the angels of God.  
 

Elders 

Presbyteros (Strong’s G4245) 
Elder, of Age 
A term of rank or office 
Among the Jews 
Members of the Sanhedrin 
of those who in separate cities managed public affairs and administered justice 
among the Christians, those who presided over the assemblies (or churches) The NT uses the term 
bishop, elders, and presbyters interchangeably 
the twenty four members of the heavenly Sanhedrin or court seated on thrones around the throne of God  
 

 

Note: 

Dake’s annotated reference Bible points out that Presbyteros is never used of angels and elders are 

distinguished from angels in Revelation 5. (Revelation 5:11-14) 
 

Timing 

In view of our discussion of Daniel 7, it appears there are people seated who were not seated in Daniel 7. 

Thus, something must have taken place after Daniel’s vision and before John’s vision. This seems to be 
an allusion to the saints who were caught up. 
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Revelation 4:5(NKJV) 
5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning 
before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. 
 

Once again, we see all that is happening is emanating from the throne of God. God is preparing for 
judgment. (Psalm 9:7) All things happening in Heaven and Earth are under the direction and authority 

of the one who sits on the throne.  
 

Flashes of lightning and the rumble of thunder. 
 

The “thunders” are mentioned 8 times in the Book of Revelation. (Revelation 4:5, 6:1, 8:5, 10:3-4 

11:19, 14:2, 16:18, 19:6)  
 

These thunders are a harbinger of the storm of judgment about to come to this sinful and rebellious 
world. (Psalm 9:7-12) On five occasions the thundering is mentioned in direct connection to a 

judgment that is about to take place on the Earth. (Revelation 4:5, 6:1, 8:5, 11:19, 16:18) 
 

The thunders and lightnings are also reminiscent of the phenomenon that surrounded God’s rescue and 
redemption of the children of Israel. (Exodus 9:23, Psalm 77:14-20) It is also reminiscent of God’s 

appearance on the mountain in the time of Moses. (Exodus 19:16) Thus this thundering can be seen as 

a picture of judgment, redemption and a revelation of God’s divine will. The writer of Hebrews goes on to 
tell us that the scene on Mount Sinai is a picture of God’s judgment and mercy for those inside and 

outside the new covenant. (Hebrews 12:18-24) In verse 4 the rainbow spoke to us of the covenant 
mercy of God. In verse 5 we see the judgment of God.  
 

And in front of the throne were seven torches with burning flames. This is the sevenfold Spirit of God. 
 

Once again, as in Revelation 1:4, we see the “seven spirits” or the “sevenfold Spirit” of God. (Isaiah 

11:2)  
 

Some commentators point to the fact that, in Chapters 1-3, the torches, (hand torches which must 

continually be filled with oil (representing The Holy Spirit) are symbolic of the seven churches. 

(Revelation 1:20) Revelation 1 only represents “Seven Spirits” (Revelation 1:4) Here, the torches are 
seen in Heaven and represent the Holy Spirit. This, they teach, may be a sign that the ministry of the 

Spirit that took place during the church age is no longer necessary because the torches (Spirit-filled 
churches) are in Heaven.  
 

Revelation 4:6(NKJV) 

6 Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the 
throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and in back. 
 

Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal 
 

Notice that the sea of glass was like crystal. This sea is clear and calm. Often in scripture, the sea is used 

as a metaphor for the kingdoms and activities of the Earth. These seas are seen as tumultuous and 
chaotic. (Psalm 2, Matthew 13:47-50, Revelation 13:1, 17:1, 15) In contrast, the sea in front of 

the throne is calm. This speaks to the stability, holiness, and calm dissemination of God’s judgments. It is 
God who is able to bring stability out of chaos.  
   

It is interesting to note that in Revelation 15, we see a group of people standing on a sea of glass 

mingled with fire. (Revelation 15:2-4, Martyrs of 12:11, 13:7-10) This picture reminds us of the 
Children of Israel who were protected by a cloud and a pillar of fire as they began to cross the Red Sea. 

(Exodus 14:19-24) They sing Song of Moses. It also speaks to the redemption of those who have 
been cleansed and empowered by fire and water. (Matthew 3:11, Acts 2:38-39)  
 

And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne, were four living creatures full of eyes in front and 
in back. 
 

On each side of the throne of God is a living creature. These 4 beings referred to as living creatures were 
seen by Ezekiel (Ezekiel 1:4-25) and by Isaiah. (Isaiah 6:1-7)  
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It would seem, however, there are some differences between John and Isaiah’s creatures and the 
creatures Ezekiel sees. 
 

1. In Revelation and Isaiah the living creatures are around the throne of God. (Isaiah 6:1-7, 

Revelation 4:6) Whereas Ezekiel’s living creatures seemed to be under the crystal sea (or firmament) 
(Ezekiel 1:22-23) 
 

2. In Revelation and Isaiah, the creatures have six wings. Ezekiel’s creatures only have four wings. 

(Ezekiel 1:6) 
 

3. Ezekiel’s creatures seem to travel by means of a “wheel in the middle of a wheel.” (Ezekiel 1:14-21) 

Revelation and Isaiah do not mention these wheels. 
 

4. Ezekiel’s creatures have four faces, (Ezekiel 1:10) Whereas John’s creatures have only one face, 
although the faces are the same.   
 

From these distinctions, some believe these creatures are different, although there are many similarities. 
 

Four Living creatures 

The fact that there are four creatures is significant. In scripture the number four is used to speak of the 
fullness of God’s creation. (Jeremiah 49:36, Revelation 7:1)  
 

full of eyes in front and in back. 
 

These creatures being full of eyes front and in back speak to their awareness, vigilance, and wisdom. In 
fact, we see that these creatures respond to the commands of God and aid him as he pours out his 

judgments. (Revelation 6) 
 

We also see from Ezekiel the covering of eyes is also depicted in describing the Cherubim. (Ezekiel 
10:5-20)  
 

Revelation 4:7(NKJV) 

7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third living creature 
had a face like a man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 
 

As noted earlier, John’s living creatures each have one face, whereas Ezekiel’s living creatures had four 

faces. However, the faces are the same. In these four faces which represented, as stated, the fullness of 
creation, we see a picture of all of creation worshipping God. This worship is a response to the 

fulfillment of God’s covenant established in Genesis 9. (Revelation 4:11) (Genesis 9:8-10) 

(Bird, Cattle, Beast, You)  
 

Some Commentators note that in these four creatures there seems to be an indicator of each of the four 

aspects of Christ’s life and ministry presented in the gospels 
 

• Lion=Matthew 

Matthew was written to the Jewish people to show them that Jesus was their Messiah King, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah 

 

• Ox=Mark 
Mark shows Jesus as the man who came to serve 

 

• Man=Son of God 

Luke presents Jesus as the Son of man full of love and compassion. There are 26 mentions of 

“Son of Man.” 
 
 

• Eagle=Deity 

 John presents Jesus as the Son of God. There are 15 mentions of Jesus as the “Son of God.” 
 

In these four living creatures we find an interesting picture in relationship to the tabernacle God told 

Moses to build. The children of Israel were told to set up camp around the tabernacle in the wilderness. 

They were to set up in groups of three tribes on each side of the tabernacle. (Numbers 2) 
 

North Side: Dan, Asher, and Naphtali      

South Side: Reuben, Simeon, and Gad 
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East Side: Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun 
West Side: Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin 
 

Although the Bible does not say, Jewish tradition tells us the standard of Judah was a lion. The Standard 

of Reuben was a man. The standard of Ephraim was an ox, and the standard of Dan was an eagle. 
 

See Ezekiel 1:4, 10 (Facing North and never turn) 

With this interesting fact in mind, we also notice that there are many other similarities between Moses 

Tabernacle and the throne room of God.  
 

Moses Tabernacle  Heavenly Tabernacle 

Brazen Altar   Sacrificial Altar (Rev 6:9-11) 

Bronze Laver   Sea of Glass (Rev 4:6) 
(See also 1 King 7:23, 2 Chronicles 4:2-5) 

Golden Candlestick  7 Spirits of God (Rev 4:5) 
Table of Showbread  Jesus  

 
     How is Jesus like the Table of Showbread? (Exodus 25:23-30) 

     Acacia Wood/Humanity= Highly resistant to corruption/decay 

     Grows in arid desert places (Isaiah 11:1-2, Isaiah 53:2) 
     Gold Covering/Royalty 

     Carried Fresh Bread of Presence and fellowship  
     (John 1:14, John 6:35) Bread of Presence in NLT 

 

Incense Altar                            Incense Altar (Rev 8:3-5) 
Holy of Holies   Throne room of God 

Ark of the Covenant  Ark (Rev 11:19) 
Cherubim/Mercy Seat  Cherubim (Eze 10:1-20) 

Priesthood serving  24 Elders (Rev 4:4) 

Tribes around Tabernacle 4 Living Creatures (Rev 4:6) 
 

Revelation 4:8(NKJV) 

8 The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do not 
rest day or night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!” 
 

Chapters four and five not only give us a glimpse of the sights of Heaven, they also gives us a glimpse 

into the sounds of Heaven. In Revelation 4:8 we have the first of 14 doxologies (An oral or written 
expression of praise to God) in the Book of Revelation. (Revelation 4:8, 4:11, 5:9-10, 5:12, 5:13, 
7:10, 7:12, 11:16-18, 15:3-4, 16:5-6, 16:7, 19:1-3, 19:4, 19:6-8) 
 

Thus, we see the importance of praise and worship in the Book of Revelation and in the Throne Room of 

Heaven. This emphasis on praise and worship would be an important highlight to those whom the 
message of the Revelation is being sent. In studying the seven churches, we see great persecution and 

suffering. The constancy of praise would be an important reminder to maintain an attitude of praise even 
in suffering.  
 

These six-winged creatures seem to be the same creatures that Isaiah saw. (Isaiah 6:1-8) In Isaiah 

these creatures covered their face with two wings representing reverence before God. With two wings 
they covered their feet representing humility before God. With two they flew representing their readiness 

to obey the commands of the one who is sitting on the throne. It is important to see these creatures as 
either worshipping God or working to carry out His commands.  
 

In Revelation 4:6 we saw these creatures had eyes in their front and in the back. Here in Verse 8, we 

also see that these eyes appear to cover their wings all around on the inside and outside.  
 

These creatures “do not rest” in their worship and their obedience. Even in worship their eyes were still 
watchful. In Revelation 14:11, we see those who rebel against God will “have no rest day or night” in the 

torment they will endure. We see that the eternal life will be a time of non-stop worship or non-stop 
torment. It is up to us to choose which of these eternities we will choose to live in.  
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saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,  
 

Some believe the creatures call out “Holy, holy, holy” in response to their view of the Father, The Son 
and The Holy Spirit. This may very well be the case, but keep in mind this worship is being directed 

toward “Him who sits on the throne."  
 

There may be another reason they cry out as well. (Psalm 99) We see that Psalm 99 is broken into 
three sections. The first is a cry of holy to the one who “dwells between the cherubim.” This is a 

reference to the one who sits of the throne of Heaven. The word for “dwells” in Psalm 99:1 is the word: 
 

Dwells 
Yashab (H3427) 
To dwell, remain, sit, abide 
 

Psalm 22:3(NLT) 
3 Yet you are holy, enthroned (Yashab) on the praises of Israel.  
 

So, in Psalm 99 they are first crying holy to the one who sits on the throne. (Psalm 99:1-3) 
 

Secondly, they cry holy to the God of Judgment and justice. (Psalm 99:4-5) 
 

Thirdly, they cry holy to the one who is the God of mercy who forgives and hears His people. Holy, Holy, 
Holy! (Psalm 99:6-9) 
 

Who was and is and is to come!” 
 

The One on the throne is none other than the “ancient of days,” (Daniel 7:13) the one who lived in 
eternity past, but also lives now and will continue to live and reign throughout eternity.  
 

Revelation 4:9-11(NKJV) 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who 
lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and 
worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 11 “You are 
worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they 
exist and were created.” 
 

When the living creatures cry out in worship to the one who sits on the throne, the others around the 

throne follow suit. It seems to be that these living creatures are the Heavenly worship leaders. With all 
the sights and sounds of Heaven that can draw attention, this worship is singly focused on the one who 

sits on the throne. He is the one who is worthy to receive worship. 
 

Having noted the sights and sounds of Heaven, we now see the acts of worship in Heaven 
 

1. They Speak (Revelation 4:8, 4:11, 5:12, 5:13, 7:10, 7:12, 11:16-18, 16:5-6, 16:7, 19:1-3, 

19:4, 19:6-8)  
 

The living creatures do not rest SAYING things like Holy, glory and honor. The twenty-four elders follows 
suit by saying worthy, glory honor and power. 
 

2. They Sing (Revelation 5:9-10, 15:3-4) 
 

3. They Bow 
 

Revelation 4:10(NKJV) 
10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever 
and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: 
 

Worship 
Proskyneō (Strong’s G4352) 
To Kiss the hand  
among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as 
an expression of profound reverence 
in the NT by kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, whether in order to 
express respect or to make supplication 
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To fall down before God is the literal definition of the word worship. To fall is to show humility, 
reverence, and honor, not to a human being but to the God of the entire universe. This is the God who 

controls creation, nations, kings, and kingdoms. (See Psalm 2, “Kiss the Son” In this fulfillment of 

Psalm 2, we see the comparison of those who “kiss the son” as opposed to those who plot 
against God: Kiss=Nashaq=Ruled/ Genesis 41:40) 
 

They cast their crowns 

What are the crowns that are being cast at the feet of the one who sits on the throne? They are the 
crowns promised to those who walk in obedience and overcome this world. 
 

1. The Crown of Glory (The Elders of Pastor’s Crown) (1 Peter 5:2-4) 
 

2. The Crown of Rejoicing (Soul Winner’s Crown) (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20, Philippians 4:1) 
 

3. The Crown of Righteousness (Those Who Love His Appearing) (2 Timothy 4:8) 
 

4. The Crown Incorruptible (Victor’s Crown) (1 Corinthians 9:25-27) 
 

5. Crown of Life (Martyr’s Crown) (Revelation 2:10) 
 

As the elders cast their crowns, they are simply returning to God what they could have only received 

from God. They are humbling acknowledging it was God who gave them these glorious rewards and 
recognizing it is all they have which has any value to offer back to Him.  
 

The casting of the crowns coincides with the words, “You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory 

and honor and power.” They are not crying out, WE GIVE YOU glory and honor because there is no glory 
or honor the elders have to give. They say, “You are worthy to receive.” They declare that what The 

Father is worthy of is far greater than they have the means to give. However, they will give the greatest 
thing they have. The crowns He had given them.   
 

What do these creatures, elders and multitude declare is the reason for the glory, honor and worth of 

The Father? It is that He is the one who willed, created, and sustains the universe. 
 

Note: In Chapter 4, The Father is being worshipped as the creator. In Chapter 5, Jesus is being 
worshipped as the Lamb who is worthy to open the scrolls. In Chapter 5:13, there is worship that rises 
up both to The Father and to The Lamb of God.  
 

For You created all things 
“All things” refers to the fact that it was God created the entire universe and everything that is in it. 

(Genesis 1:1, Colossians 1:15-17) 
 

And by Your will they exist 
Not only was it God who created all things, but all things continue to exist because of Him. 
 

Hebrews 1:1-3(NKJV) 

1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has 
in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and 
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 
 

Worlds 
Aiōn (Strong’s G165) 
 For ever, an unbroken age, perpetuity of time, eternity 
The worlds, universe 
Period of time, age  
 

Once again we see that it was the Father who, through Christ, created the universe and all things in it. 
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Upholding 
Pherō (Strong’s G53420 
To bear up i.e. uphold (keep from falling) 
  Of Christ, the preserver of the universe 
 

All of creation continues through time exactly as God created it and upholds it to be.  
 

and were created 
Not only did God create and continue to sustain the universe, He also is the only one who could have 
accomplished this task and He did it because He chose to. (Proverbs 16:4) 
 

Contrast the worship of the righteous in Heaven with the worship of wicked and sinful man. (Romans 

1:18-25) In Heaven there is a recognition that God created all things, and all blessing, wisdom and life 
comes from Him.  
 

Man, on the other hand, worships himself or the creation instead of the creator. Sinful man sets himself 

or some other created thing up as an object to be worshipped. (See Genesis 3) Scripture says to 
worship the creation, or a created being leaves man without excuse. The obvious hand of God in all of 

creation is obvious. There must be a willful rejection of the creator in order to worship self or the 
creation. Eve was tricked into eating of the tree because she was duped by Satan, however Adam knew 

better and ate it anyway because he chose himself over God’s commands. 
 

This rejection of God and choice to worship the created has only succeeded in helping to damage the 
creation. (Roman 8:18-22) In a sense, creation did nothing to bring upon itself the destroying effects 

of sin. It was the sin of man who chose to place himself in the place of God that caused the curse. 
(Genesis 3:1-7: She wanted, She took, She gave) This worship of the created brought the sin that 

cursed the Earth to decay. Ultimately there will be a penalty for all of those who have chosen to worship 

the created instead of the creator. (Revelation 11:16-18)  
 

Man worships the creation and frets over its demise, but only in worshipping the creator can we look for 

a full restoration of the creation destroyed by sin. 
 

For the believer, we must understand that the unceasing worship of Heaven is what we have been called 
to mimic here on the Earth. God is the only one who is worthy for us to, “not rest day or night” 

worshipping. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) In heeding Paul’s admonition in 1 Thessalonians we join in 

with the eternal worship service of the creatures, elders, and all of creation.  


