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Revelation 3:1(NKJV) 
1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 
 

The city of Sardis was located approximately 30 miles southeast of the city of Thyatira. It was the capitol 
of the ancient Lydia, a province in the west of Asia Minor, which is modern day Turkey. 
 

Sardis was an extremely wealthy city. The King Croesus was renowned for his wealth and riches. It is 

believed that it was Croesus who minted the first gold coins. In his day the name Croesus was a synonym 
for being rich. They even had a saying that if someone was very wealthy, they were as “rich as Croesus.” 
 

Sardis was also an important military city. The acropolis of Sardis was approximately 1500 feet above the 

main roads and thus made it exceedingly difficult to attack. Despite its military advantage, Sardis had, 
indeed, been attacked and overrun twice in its history. The first defeat came in 549 B.C. by Cyrus, King 

of Persia, when King Croesus was defeated. One of the invading soldiers had noticed a Sardian soldier 
drop his helmet over the side of the cliff. Soon, he saw that soldier appear and then disappear back into 

the rocks. Upon inspection, the Persian invaders found a crack in the rocks that allowed them to easily 
scale up the cliff and attack the city. The city was, again attacked in 214 B.C. by Antiochus. At this time, 

Achaeus, who was one of Antiochus’ generals, had rebelled and taken control of Sardis. Antiochus 

eventually attacked and defeated Achaeus and took control of Sardis. 
 

Both defeats came because those who were given charge to watch for the enemy failed to see and to 

warn that the enemy was coming. This history would directly tie into the message Jesus had for this 

church. Just as they had been attacked unexpectedly by invading armies because they were not watchful, 
He himself would come in judgment on the church for the same reason if they would not repent and turn 

to Him again. 
 

Christ Revelation: 
These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars. 
 

As discussed in Chapter 2, The “seven Spirits of God” is a picture of The Holy Spirit in all his fullness and 

perfection. (Isaiah 11:2) Why would this be the Christ revelation to the church of Sardis? We are going 
to find that in Christ’s criticism of the church, they have built a fine reputation for being alive, but they 

weren’t alive at all. To this church, Jesus reveals that the Holy Spirit sees the truth and stands ready to, 
once again, fill their church with life and power if they would correct their ways. 
 

Seven stars 
As with the Ephesian church, we see that Christ is also holding the seven stars, which represent the 
leaders of these churches. The leader of this church is also responsible to Christ and to the Spirit of God. 

If he will not respond to the words of Christ, then he, also, will find himself in the place of judgment.  
 

It is interesting that Jesus reveals himself to this church as the one who has the seven stars. The Roman 
ruler at this time was Domitian. Domitian openly declared himself to be deity and demanded to be 

addressed as “Dominus et Deus,” which means, “Lord and God.” He even went so far as to have coins 

minted that showed him standing in the midst of seven stars. This coin was intended to portray Domitian 
as being in control of the world and even the universe. When Jesus reveals himself to the Church of 

Sardis, he seems to be almost mocking Domitian by announcing that He, alone, is the one who controls 
the stars. 
 

Commendation: 

There is no commendation for the Church of Sardis as a whole. For this dead church, Christ skips right to 
the criticism. 
 

Criticism: 

Revelation 3:1-2(NKJV) 
1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has the seven Spirits of God 
and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 
Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your 
works perfect before God. 
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The criticism of the church of Sardis is that they have a reputation, but they have no life. There is no 
mention in the writing to Sardis of the sinful practices of the other churches in Christ’s letters. No 

mention of Balaam or the Nicolaitans. No mention of the influence of Jezebel. It does appear that the 
church is, indeed, in a compromised position. However, it is not for the same reasons as the other 

churches mentioned in chapters 2 and 3. Instead, there is something going on that may be even more 

deceptive. The ministry of The Holy Spirit has been replaced with rituals and traditions. They are going 
through the motions and putting on the mask of a living, active church, but the Spirit is nowhere near. 

From the outside, it would appear great things are happening, but lives are not being changed. They are 
loved and respected by the world but are making no difference for The Kingdom of God. A church 

without the life of The Spirit is no church at all. 
 

The admonition of Christ is the church should be watchful. Why? The church should be on watch because 
living on a reputation of life has had made them comfortable and complacent. They thought they were 

doing fine. However, just like the city itself had been overrun by those who came while the watchmen 
were not watching, so, too, resting on their reputation was about to cause the downfall of their church.  
 

Counsel: 

Revelation 3:3(NKJV) 
3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not 
watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.  
 

Jesus gives a three-fold counsel to the church of Sardis. 
 

1. Remember therefore how you received and heard. 
Matthew Henry’s Commentary tells us that Sardis was the first church founded in this area by The 

Apostle John. The truth of the gospel was given to the church of Sardis by the power of the same Holy 
Spirit revealed in verse 1. It was delivered to them and they received it, at first, willingly and with great 

zeal. However, over the course of time, the truth began to be pushed to the side. The admonition of 

Christ is the church is responsible to live the truth they have been given whether they desire to or not. If 
they reject the truth, minimize the importance of the truth, or maybe even worse, become apathetic to 

the truth, they will still be responsible for what they know. 
 

2. Hold Fast and Repent 
After being admonished to remember the truth they had received and heard, the church of Sardis is now 

counseled that they must once again place this truth at the forefront of their lives. They must, also, 
repent from actions that do not line up with this truth. It is not enough simply to know the truth of 

scripture. We must also have a willingness to shape our lives around that truth. We must shape our lives 

around the Word of God and not try and shape The Word of God to our lives. The church at Sardis had 
lost interest in the truth and was simply going through the motions of church life. This was enough to 

fool those who believed they were a thriving church. However, they could not fool The Holy Spirit. 
 

3. Watch 
Again, Christ warns the church to watch. If they don’t remember, hold fast and repent, then Christ 

himself would come as a thief in the night and bring swift judgment to the church. We find that Jesus 
gave this same admonition to those who were present at the Olivet Discourse. (Matthew 24:42-44) 

Paul also writes to the church of Thessalonica that the Day of The Lord would come as a thief in the 
night. (1 Thessalonians 5:2) We also see Peter references the fact that the Day of The Lord will come 

as a thief in the night. (2 Peter 3:10) Also see (Revelation 16:15) 
 

Revelation 3:4 (NKJV)  
4 You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me 
in white, for they are worthy. 
 

Even though there are great problems with the church in Sardis, there are some who have not defiled 
their garments. There are a precious few in the church who had not compromised the truth they had 

received and had remained faithful to Christ. White represents the righteousness and purity of the faithful 

remnant in the church. It is through the blood of Christ and faithfulness to the word of God that our 
garments are made white. (Ephesians 5:25-27) The faithful will live in such a way as to not blemish 
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their garments. If sin does occur, they are quick to run back to Christ in repentance and forgiveness 
through the blood of Christ. 
 

Jesus proclaims that those who “walk with me in white” are called worthy. They are not worthy because 

of their own abilities, but through obedience, repentance, and the grace of God they are made worthy by 
Jesus himself. 
 

Commitment: 

Revelation 3:5 (NKJV)  
5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not blot out his name from the Book 
of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels. 
 

White 
Leukos (Strong’s 3022) 
1. light, bright, brilliant 
    A. brilliant from whiteness, (dazzling) white 
       1.  of the garments of angels, and of those exalted to   the splendor of the heavenly state 
       2.  shining or white garments worn on festive or state occasions 
       3.  of white garments as the sign of innocence and purity of the soul 
 

This word doesn’t just denote the color white, but instead a brilliant shining light. This word for white is 
used 25 times in The New Testament. 18 times this word is refers to Jesus himself, angels, those 

righteous ones in heaven or the white horses ridden by Jesus and his armies. It would indicate that those 

who are wearing these white garments are shining with a brilliant glow. (Matthew 17:1-7) 
 

It is possible that the “white garments” are not literal garments but a representation of the glorified body 

that we will have in the kingdom that is to come. (Daniel 12:3, Matthew 13:43)  
 

I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life 
The book of Life is a scriptural concept that is found both in the Old and New Testaments. (Exod. 

32:32–33; Ps. 69:28; Dan. 12:1; Luke 10:20; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 13:8; Rev 17:8; Rev 20:12; 15; 

21:27) 
 

Once one has believed on the Lord Jesus, his name is written in the Book of Life. This is the record of 

those who have found life through the saving power of Christ. The only one who has the power to enter 

or remove a name from this book is Jesus, himself. Those in the Church of Sardis had a reputation for 
being alive, but Jesus tells them that it is not a reputation for life that will get you into eternal life, but 

that your name is written in his book. Those who have remained faithful and have not blemished their 
garments with compromise and sin are assured that their names are written in Christ’s book and he will, 

by no means, remove them.  
 

There is much controversy about the idea of having your name removed from the book of life once it has 
been written. Some say this is impossible, however, a plain reading of this text allows one to see that it is 

possible if the truth is ignored and compromise and sin are accepted that one’s name can be removed 

from the book of life. This is the sobering message given to the Church of Sardis and it is the same 
sobering message that is given to the church today. 
 

but I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels.  
Not only will the overcomer be clothed in white and have his name written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, but 
he will stand and have his name announced to the Father by Jesus, himself. In front of all of heaven, 

Jesus will say this one is mine. 
 

Revelation 3:6 (NKJV)  
6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 
 

The reader must hear that it is not enough to rest on the reputation of life. It is Jesus who knows the 

heart of the individual and of the church. The admonition of Christ is to remember, hold fast, repent and 
watch. Every believer and every church would do well to heed the words of Jesus. 
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The Sardis period of church history ran from approximately 1400 (Some say 1500) through about 1700. 
It was in this period the Papal church reached the heights of apostasy and religious formalism. During 

this time, we also know that Martin Luther began to take a stand by nailing his 95 theses to the door of 
his church in Wittenberg Germany. This event, which took place on October 31, 1517, started what 

became known as the reformation period. Although there began to be a refocus on the justification by 

faith alone and a move away from ritualistic religion, there were also errors in doctrinal understanding 
which caused the church to have a mistaken view of the coming of Christ and of the Jewish people. 

Martin Luther began to propagate “replacement theology.” This is the belief that because the Jews 
rejected Christ they were rejected forever and all the promises to the Jewish people belong to the 

church. This became so prevalent in the life of Luther that by the end of his life he condemned the 
Jewish people as “A miserable and accursed people” “Stupid fools” “Miserable, blind and senseless” 

“Thieves and robbers” “The great vermin of humanity” “Lazy rogues” “Blind and venomous” 
 

Luther also believed that this is how the Jews should be taken care of: 
From “Concerning the Jews and their lies.” 

1. Their synagogues and schools be burned. 

2. Their houses should be destroyed. 
3. Their Talmudic writings should be confiscated. 

4. Their Rabbis should be forbidden to teach. 
5. Their money should be taken from them. 

6. They should be compelled into forced labor. 
 

Adolph Hitler- From a Speech in December 1924 
Martin Luther has been the greatest encouragement of my life. Luther was a great man. He was a giant. 
With one blow he heralded the coming of the new dawn and the new age. He saw clearly that the Jews 
need to be destroyed, and we're only beginning to see that we need to carry this work on.... 
 

I believe that today I am acting in accordance with the will of Almighty God as I announce the most 
important work that Christians could undertake - and that is to be against the Jews and get rid of them 
once and for all. 
 

Later, Hitler would use the words of Luther to justify his plan to destroy the Jews saying, “Hitler was also 
quoted as saying, “I have never said anything Martin Luther did not say.” 
 

Revelation 3:7(NKJV) 

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, 
 

The city of Philadelphia was located about 28 miles southeast of Sardis. It was built by Attalus 
Philadelphus, the King of Pergamos. Known for its grape harvest, Philadelphia was not as prominent of 

city as the other cities mentioned in Revelation 2 and 3. One reason was that Philadelphia was built on a 
geological fault line and suffered through many earthquakes. One such earthquake destroyed 

Philadelphia in 17 A.D. The commonness of the earthquakes had caused many of the residents to move 

away from the city itself and to live outside the city in open territory. The city was rebuilt by Tiberias and 
was renamed Neocaesarea.  However, when Nero was Caesar, it was, once again, named Philadelphia. 

The city was also known as Flavia during the reign of Vespasian.  
 

Philadelphia was built on the borders of Mysia, Lydia, and Phrygia. This was a very strategic place, not for 
military reasons, but for cultural. Philadelphia was built to be a doorway into these areas for Greek 

culture. Philadelphia, did indeed, became a doorway of Greek culture into areas where it previously didn’t 
have as much prominence. The city was known as “little Athens” and “The gateway to the east.” The 

plan to take Greek culture into the area succeeded overwhelmingly. By A.D. 19, The inhabitants had 
essentially adopted Greek language and culture completely. This same strategic location would also tie 

into Jesus words to the church about having an open door for the gospel. Philadelphia still exists today 

and is known as Allah Shehr. (City of God) 
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Christ Revelation: 
Revelation 3:7(NKJV) 

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who is true, 
“He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:  
 

Jesus presents himself to the church of Philadelphia first, as to his character he is holy and true and as to 

his authority he has been given the key to rule over his church and ultimately to set up his earthly 
government and rule forever with judgment and justice. (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
 

In presenting himself as holy and true, Jesus is presenting himself as God. Since there is only one who is 

true and holy and that is God, Jesus claims himself to be deity. (1 John 2:20, 1 John 5:20)  
 

Also, as the one who is holy, Jesus is one who is set apart from all others. His judgments are perfect 
judgments because they come from a character of perfect holiness and truth. Christ’s character gives 

place to his authority. The judgments of man will always be tainted by sin, compromise, or imperfect 
wisdom. Man looks at the outward appearance, but God looks upon the heart. (1 Samuel 16:7) 
 

He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”:  
 

These words remind us of an account from the Book of Isaiah. (Isaiah 22:15-25) Shebna, whose name 

means vigor or to grow, was the treasurer who was over the palace. Some commentators believe that 
this would put Shebna in a position second only to the King. It would appear that this position caused 

Shebna to become selfish and arrogant. He was attempting to make a name for himself that would set 
him high in the eyes of the people. However, God tells him that he is going to tear all of this out of his 

hand and leave him desolate.  
 

In the place of Shebna the arrogant leader who desired position and to be served, God would place 
Eliakim. Eliakim means, “God raises” or “God sets up.” Scripture calls Eliakim “my servant.” It would be 

God who would take this place of authority away from the arrogant leadership and place it on the 
shoulders of His servant.  He would be a faithful leader, who would be given the key to the treasury. 

Traditionally, the key would be worn on the shoulder. It would be removed from Shebna’s shoulder and 

placed on Eliakim’s. He would be able to open doors no one could shut and shut doors no one could 
open.  
 

However, verse 25 tells us that, eventually, even this “Peg in a secure place” would be removed.  
 

Scripture also gives us a picture of another servant who would wear the authority of a kingdom on his 
shoulders. (Isaiah 9:6-7) This Jesus who came not to be served but to serve (Matthew 20:25-28) 

would replace all other of the inferior stewards and take full control of the throne of David. (Luke 1:31-

33, Hebrews 3:2-6) Through Christ’s humility and obedience to The Father, the Kingdom of God has 
now been placed on his shoulders. He alone has the authority to give the key to open and close doors to 

whomever he sees fit.  
 

Commendation: 
Revelation 3:8(NKJV) 

8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a 
little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 
 

Again, as we see with the rest of the seven churches, it is Jesus in the midst of the candlesticks. He 

knows everything they have done. He knows what they have been through and He knows their works. 
 

I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it 
Philadelphia had been founded to be an open door for the Greek culture to influence more and more 

territory. Similarly, Jesus reveals that this church will be more than a door of cultural advancement, but 
that they would represent an open door for the Gospel to flow throughout the region. This would be a 

door that Jesus Himself would open. He has already been revealed as the one who has the authority to 

open and close doors and so whatever door Jesus opens cannot be shut. 
 

The church at Philadelphia was a church that was, most likely, small in number and short on resources. 

However, they were also faithful in their position. They used what they had to take advantage of the 
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open doors that Christ placed in front of them. There is a lesson here that it is not the size or wealth of a 
church that makes the biggest difference. The biggest difference is made by a church that stays faithful 

to Jesus and takes advantage of the doors God opens for them to walk through. 
 

for you have a little strength 
The little strength may not have been only an attribute that was noticed by Christ. I believe this church 

had an internal awareness of their weakness and humility that became the fertile ground of true strength 
through the grace of God. In other words, the church at Philadelphia recognized that they were not the 

biggest or the most well-equipped church. This caused a humility and dependence on Christ alone that 

allowed Christ to move, bless and prosper them in such a way that only he himself would receive glory. It 
is always true that those who realize their humility will be exalted by Christ. (James 4:10) 
 

have kept My word 
This keeping of The Word, I believe, is in response to their true humility. A truly successful church will be 
the church that realizes their weakness and holds firmly to The Word of God as their source of strength 

and overcoming victory. The church at Philadelphia was a church with pure desire to know the word and 
diligently studied the scripture to know and respond to the heart of Christ. 
 

Have not denied my name 
Because of the persecution, compromise, and idolatry the church of Philadelphia was consistently 
surrounded with, the opportunities for compromise and denial of Christ were abundant. Even with all the 

pressure on this little church, they continued to remain faithful and obedient. 
 

Revelation 3:9(NKJV) 

9 Indeed I will make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—
indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 
 

Synagogue of satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie 
The Jewish synagogue was known as the “synagogue of The Lord.” However, in the eyes of Christ they 
were the synagogue of Satan. While claiming to be acting on behalf of God, their actions and motivations 

were truly inspired by Satan himself. Their hatred and persecution of the church is the source of much 
tribulation the early church faced. 
 

Indeed I will make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 
 

The same enemies of God who persecuted and were seemingly victorious over the church at times, 

would ultimately bow at the feet of the Church of Philadelphia. (Isaiah 45:23, Romans 14:11, 
Philippians 2:10-11) This bowing down before the church would not be an act of worship but an act of 

contrition. There would be an admission that the church had been right all along in their beliefs and 
action. Ultimately, they would be bowing before Christ, but this act would be justification and vindication 

for the faithful church. There would be no doubt this church was loved, protected, and led by God 

Himself.  
 

Criticism: 
There is no criticism of the Church of Philadelphia 
 

Revelation 3:10(NKJV) 

10 Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which 
shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.  
 

It would seem the command to persevere or as the King James renders, “the word of my patience,” may 

be defined as a patient waiting for the return of Christ. It is faithfulness in waiting for Christ’s return that 
Jesus commends in verse 10. If we look at the words of The Apostle Paul to the Thessalonians, we may 

find this idea as well. (2 Thessalonians 3:5) Again, the King James renders verse five to read, “And the 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”  (Also see 1 

Thessalonians 1:3-10) It would seem that the Church of Philadelphia was a church involved with the 

study of end-time prophecy and that they were patiently waiting and looking for the return of Christ. This 
waiting and watching is what the church of Sardis was rebuked for not doing. The Church of Philadelphia, 
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on the other hand, was looking to the skies and anticipating the return of Christ. This is the kind of 
anticipation that will bring reward from Christ at His appearing. (2 Timothy 4:8)  
Scriptures relating to encouraging (1 Thes 4:16, Heb 10:23-25) 
 

I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell 
on the Earth. 
 

In verse 10 we have a picture of the catching away of the saints before the tribulation period begins or 

the Rapture of the Church. It would seem that this promise was made to the Faithful Church of 
Philadelphia, but it must be interpreted from a much bigger picture than the local church itself. This local 

church would be long gone before the “hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world.” What does 
the hour of trial refer to except for the tribulation period which begins in Revelation Chapter 6? This is 

the only time, other than the flood, when a trial would come upon the whole world. Therefore, it must 

reference not only the blessing of God on the local church but a bigger picture of the removal of the 
faithful church before the tribulation period begins. Some will argue that this verse contains a promise to 

keep the church safe through the trial but not remove the church. I believe this is incorrect because of 
the words John used in the original language for the phrase “will keep you from.” 
 

Keep 

Tereo (Strong’s G5083) 
To attend to carefully, take care of, to guard, by implication means to detain in custody 
 

From 

Ek (Strong’s G1537)  
Out of, from, by, away from 
Examples (Matthew 2:15, Matthew 7:5, Matthew 12:35, Matthew 13:41) 
 

It would seem that what Jesus is saying, then, in verse ten is that he is going to guard by detaining in 
custody those who will be taken out of the hour of trial.  
 

Counsel: 

Revelation 3:11(NKJV) 
Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown.  
 

Coming quickly 

Tachy (Strong’s G5035) Pronounced Ta-hoo 
Quickly, Speedily, Suddenly 
 

The implication is not just that Jesus is coming soon in our timeline, but that his coming would be like 

lightning. No one knows when it will strike, but when it does it will be instantaneous. Considering this 
information, the church is admonished to be ready at the moment of His return. They must hold on to 

what they have and remain faithful, watchful, and ready to depart at Christ’s coming.  
 

Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown 
 

To hold fast means that The Church of Philadelphia is to stay the course. Even when it feels like they are 

not able to stay faithful, they are to stand in the grace of God and maintain their faith. They are to hold 

on to The Word of God and remain passionate about their love for God and for each other. To hold fast 
also means to recognize that it is not within their ability to stand on their own. They must trust and 

follow The Spirit of God as He reveals the path they must follow to remain victorious. 
 

If the church continues to hold fast, they will receive their reward from Christ as he says to them, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.” However, if they give up, they risk losing the reward promised to them 

by Christ. What crown may it be that these believers are challenged not to lose? The crown of 
righteousness laid up for those who wait for his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:8)  
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Commitment: 
Revelation 3:12 (NKJV)  

12 He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I 
will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which 
comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. 
 

What an amazing promise to the Church of Philadelphia. This promise would be significant to them 
because it speaks to the reality of their daily lives, the area of Philadelphia prone to numerous 

earthquakes. These believers would be accustomed to seeing their manmade structures destroyed by the 

constant tremors. However, they are promised that, although, manmade pillars may crumble and fall, 
they will be made pillars immovable by any force in the universe. These pillars would stand, forever, in 

the temple of God in Heaven.  
 

It is also interesting to note that Revelation 21 tells us that there is no temple in Heaven. (Revelation 
21:22) We are told the Lord God Almighty and The Lamb are the temple. So, how are we to be pillars in 

the temple? We discover that these words are symbolic of the oneness we will experience with the Father 
and The Son in Heaven. Similar metaphors are used elsewhere in scripture to describe how we as 

believers become one with each other and with The Father and The Son. (1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 
Ephesians 2:19-22, 1 Peter 2:4-10) On Earth we are called living stones building this earthly temple 

of God. However, in Heaven we are not just living stones, but we will be living pillars.  
 

This will not be a pillar that will, in any way, give support or stability to the temple of God. Instead, these 
pillars stand as a memorial to the goodness of God. Pillars throughout scripture are built as memorials. 

(Genesis 28:18-22, 1 Kings 7:21, Jachin=He will establish, Boaz=Swiftness, Strength is 

within him) Without the love and grace of God there would be not a soul in Heaven. 
 

Some commentators believe that on these pillars will be a record of all the worthwhile works that each 

believer has accomplished. 
 

and he shall go out no more 
 

Once the faithful believer has entered the heavenly temple of God, he shall go out no more. What is it 
that allows this believer access to a permanent place in the “temple of My God?” It is the fact he has 

been adopted as a true son of God through faith in Christ. (Romans 8:12-17, Galatians 4:1-7, 
Galatians 4:21-31) Only true sons of God find an eternal place with Christ. Those who attempt to gain 

access through the law, through good works or through religious activity will be cast out, but the true 

sons of God will go in and never have to leave again. (Matthew 25:1-13, John 8:31-36) Notice in 
John 8:31, it is the one who abides in The Word that will know the truth that brings true freedom. What 

is it that Jesus commended the Church of Philadelphia for doing? He commended them for keeping his 
word and keeping his command to persevere. Those who abide in the Word and obey the word are the 

adopted ones that will enter the heavenly temple and go out no more. 
 

I will write on him the name of My God 
Jesus writes the name of His God on those believers who enter the heavenly temple. They will be marked 

as those who belong to Jesus. 
 

As believers in Christ, we have already been marked by Christ when we believe. (2 Corinthians 1:22, 
Ephesians 1:13-14, Ephesians 4:30) What is the mark upon the believer? It is the presence of The 

Holy Spirit which is our guarantee or promise of our full redemption which will take place in Heaven. That 
word guarantee gives us a special insight into our covenant with God. I believe we find in this word a 

beautiful allusion to the believer’s position as the soon to be bride of Christ. 
 

Guarantee 
Arrabon (Strong’s G728) 
An earnest, money which in purchases is given as a pledge or down payment that the full amount will 
subsequently be paid. 
 

In Modern Greek, the word arrabon is also used to explain a betrothal period. The symbol of betrothal is 

known as an arrabon. The symbol of this arrabon would be an engagement ring. We can see in these 
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verses that The Holy Spirit has been given to us as a token of engagement while we wait for our full 
consummation as the bride of Christ. We have been marked with the name of our God and we will 

receive the fullness of this promise manifested when we get to Heaven.  
 

To write the name of My God also gives us a picture of our position as a kingdom of priests in the 
heavenly temple. In the Book of Exodus, the priests wore a headpiece that bore a golden plate on which 

was inscribed, “HOLINESS TO THE LORD.” This was to remind the priest that he was set apart for the 
service of God. In the heavenly temple, the believer will be set apart as part of the heavenly priesthood. 

(Revelation 1:6)  
 

It is also important to note that we as believers in the age of grace are not the only ones who are 
marked by God. Those who believe in the tribulation period will also be marked by God as well. 

(Revelation 7:3, Revelation 9:4, Revelation 14:1, Revelation 22:4) 
 

Contrast those believers who are marked by God with the unbelievers who will also find themselves 
marked. (Revelation 13:16-17, Revelation 20:4) The followers of the Beast will also be marked, and 

this mark will be the seal of their destruction. 
 

and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. 
 

To write on the overcomer the name of the city of My God or The New Jerusalem is the mark of 
citizenship. This name will be the proof that we have been forever made worthy to dwell in the New 

Jerusalem and in the Eternal Kingdom of God. (Philippians 3:20-21)  
 

The New Jerusalem 
(Revelation 21:10, Galatians 4:26, Hebrews 12:22) 
 

And I will write on him My new name. 
What is this new name? It is the name of adoption. When we accept the offer of Jesus, we are given the 
family name. We are no longer known as sinner, failure, loser, addict, convict, or a host of other names 

we may have been associated with. We are no longer orphans to sin but adopted sons and daughters of 
our Father in Heaven. (Romans 8:14-17) Now we are known as royal, chosen, holy, accepted, a 

priesthood set apart for God. The scripture, I believe, even goes further than that by claiming that there 
will be one name that is given to each believer that will only be known by them and the Father.  
 

Revelation 3:13(NKJV) 

13 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 
 

Once again, we see that the promise of the Philadelphian church is a promise to anyone with an ear to 
hear what The Spirit is saying. 
 

The Philadelphian period of church history ran from approximately 1700-1925. During this time there 

were major revivals such as The First great awakening (Jonathan Edwards, George Whitefield: 1730-
1740) As well as the Second Great Awakening. (Charles Finney, Henry Ward Beecher, John Wesley, 

Charles Wesley: 1790-1850) and the Welsh revival (Evan Roberts: 1904-1905) During this time there 
were also revivals led by D.L. Moody and Charles Spurgeon. Many also include The Azusa Street Revival 

with William Seymour which is the revival credited with the founding of the Pentecostal church. However, 

it is true that the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) traces back to an 1886 founding, ten years 
before Azusa Street. This makes the Church of God the oldest Pentecostal denomination in the world.  
 

Several prominent missionaries came to prominence during this time as well. Notably, William Carey who 

had a powerful missionary ministry to India and Hudson Taylor spent 51 years in China. 
 

Revelation 3:14(NKJV) 
14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans  
 

The city of Laodicea was located about 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia, on the Lychus River, and it lay 

at a crossroad that led to Colosse. Prior to being named Laodicea, this city was known as Diosopolis, 
which means “city of Zeus.” The name was eventually changed to Laodicea, in honor of Laodice, who 
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was the wife of Antiochus II.  This city also lay in between the city of Hieropolis and Colosse which, as we 
will see, speaks to the symbolism Jesus uses in describing Laodicea as being lukewarm.  
 

Laodicea was an extremely wealthy city which was a banking center for the entire region. Much of this 

wealth came from special black glossy wool that was produced in Laodicea. Also, a wealthy citizen of 
Laodicea, Hiero, left his wealth to the city upon his death. It is also interesting to note that the 

philosopher Aristotle mentioned that a special eye-salve that he called “Phrygian powder” was produced 
in Laodicea. This, as well as other treatments made Laodicea a center for medical treatment as well as a 

prominent medical training school. The medical school was connected to a temple of the god Men Karou, 

who was a moon god known for healing, safety, and prosperity.  The eye salve produced here would 
speak to Jesus telling the church that they must anoint their eyes with salve so they could truly see. 

Laodicea also showed off its wealth by constructing three large amphitheaters. One of the theaters 
seated 30,000 people. 35 years prior to John’s vision, Laodicea was destroyed by an Earthquake. In 

another show of the great wealth of the city, they refused aid from Rome and rebuilt the city with their 
own resources. 
 

Laodicea, located in the Lychus River Valley, did not have the natural protection of being built on a 

mountain or Acropolis. This made Laodicea vulnerable to attack. Because of this, the leaders of Laodicea 
would often find protection through political compromise. What they lacked in natural protection, they 

hoped to gain through political protection. 
 

There is no record that The Apostle Paul ever visited Laodicea, but it is apparent that he cared about this 
church and this city. (Colossians 2:1-2, Colossians 4:16) 
 

Laodicea 

 Laodikeus (Strong’s G2994) 
An inhabitant of Laodicea 
 

Traces From: 
Laodikeia (Strong’s G2993) 
Justice of the People 
 

Laos (Strong’s 2992) 
A people group 
 

Dike (Strong’s 1349) 
Justice, judicial hearing, judicial decision 
 

As you study the name of this city, we find that it relates to a city that is ruled by the people and not 

truly by God.  
 

Christ Revelation 

Revelation 3:14(NKJV) 

14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and 
True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 
 

And to the angel  
It is believed that the angel or the leader of the Laodicean church was a man named Archippus. The 
Catholic Apostolic Constitutions declare that Archippus was the leader of this church. (Colossians 4:17) 
 

These things says the Amen 

Amen 
Amen (Strong’s G281) 
Verily, Faithful 
At the beginning of a discourse; Surely, truth, or truly 
At the end of a discourse; so it is, so be it, May it be fulfilled,  
 

We see that Jesus is the God of the Amen. (Isaiah 65:16) Not only does verse 14 show Jesus as a 
member of the Godhead, but it reveals to us that Jesus is the truth at the beginning and the “so be it” at 
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the end. All the promises of God in Christ are yes and amen. (2 Corinthians 1:20) Jesus reveals himself 
as “the amen” to the Church of Laodicea to remind them that he is truth and what he says, is. It is not a 

church ruled by the people that will be blessed, but a church ruled by the truth that is Jesus Christ. 
(John 14:6) The truth of Christ is not something that can be changed by the ever-shifting winds of 

cultural acceptance or popular opinion. His words are unchanging and will forever remain steadfast. 
 

As with the other churches, the revelation of Christ as the “Amen” demands response. Jesus is about to 
speak the truth to the church of Laodicea. They must respond for there is no option to ignore truth. 
 

the Faithful and True Witness 
The natural outflow of Christ being the “Amen” is that he is faithful and true.  
 

Faithful 
Pistos (Strong’ G4103) 
Trusty, faithful 
of persons who show themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the execution of commands, or 
the discharge of official duties 
 

True 
Alethinos (Strong’s G228) 
that which has not only the name and resemblance, but the real nature corresponding to the name, in 
every respect corresponding to the idea signified by the name, real, true genuine 
 

opposite to what is fictitious, counterfeit, imaginary, simulated or pretended 
 

In contrast to the many false prophets, gods and people who proclaim that they have and know the 

truth, Jesus is, by his very nature, truth. He is not a cheap copy but the one true, original, and only God. 
 

Witness 
Martys (Strong’s G3144) 
 a witness 
     In a legal sense 
     In an historical sense 
          one who is a spectator of anything, e.g. of a contest 
 

     In an ethical sense 
          Those who after his example have proved the strength 
          and genuineness of their faith in Christ by undergoing a  
          violent death 
 

The word martys is where we get the word martyr. Jesus fulfills the definition of a witness in every 
category. He speaks truth in a legal sense, he is the one who has seen and will see all in an historical 

sense and he is the one who has given his life for the truth that he proclaims.  
 

We have, as followers of Christ, also been called to this ministry. We are to be faithful and true witnesses 
to the truth of the Word of God. Additionally, we are to proclaim what we have seen Christ do in our 

lives. In our mission to proclaim the truth we must be willing to lay down every area of our lives to 

proclaim the gospel to “all the world.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

This message of giving it all for the gospel’s sake would not have been a popular message in a church 

that would prefer to live in a more comfortable and lukewarm church atmosphere. 
 

the Beginning of the creation of God: 
 

Beginning 
Arche (Strong’s G746) 
Origin, the person or thing that commences 
 

Jesus does not say that he was simply present at the creation. He unequivocally states that he was the 
origin of creation. It was Christ as part of the triune Godhead in the beginning that set in motion the 

creation of all things. (Genesis 1:1, Colossians 1:15-18) As the creator of all things, it is Christ who is 
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sovereign over all things. As such, the church that attempts to maintain their own control, will find 
themselves at odds with the God of the universe who is truly in control. There is no power, principality, 

human being or organization who can claim sovereignty over Christ. Everything there is came from Him. 
This would be a powerful message of rebuke to a church that believes they have it all and are self-

sufficient. No matter what wealth, resources, talents, or abilities they may possess, they came from 

Christ himself. 
 

Commendation: 

There are no commendations for the Church of Laodicea.  
 

Criticism: 
Revelation 3:15(NKJV) 

15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 
 

Laodicea lay in a location that did not have its own supply of water. Accordingly, they had to bring in 
water from other places through an elaborate aqueduct that they had built. The water came in from two 

places. First, in Hieropolis there were hot springs that provided steaming hot water. Secondly, at 
Colossae there were fresh and cold springs. The water system was built to bring hot water from 

Hieropolis and cold from Colossae. The problem is that by the time the water got to Laodicea it was 

neither hot nor cold. Jesus uses this imagery to define the church of Laodicea.  
 

Hot water can soothe and heal, while cold water can refresh. However, lukewarm water is good for 

nothing. In nature, if an outside source does not control temperature, then temperature will naturally 

move to a moderate level. In the church, if The Holy Spirit is not infusing the life and anointing of God, 
the church will naturally fall to a lukewarm state, good for nothing. (John 15:5) This was the problem in 

the Laodicean church. They had become so ingrown that they could not see the leading of The Holy Spirit 
was gone. The result was a lukewarm church that Christ was about to vomit out. 
 

Revelation 3:16(NKJV) 

16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 
 

All the teaching, all the “ministry” of the church, all those who are leading the church are only succeeding 
in making Christ vomit.  
 

I Will 

Mello (Strong’s G3195) 
 to be about 
 to be on the point of doing or suffering something 
 to intend, have in mind, think to 
 

Jesus tells this church that he intends to vomit them out. This is more than a thought or an inclination. 

Jesus has decided his course and He is intent on his action. This church needs to respond quickly, or they 
will be cast out.  
 

Revelation 3:17(NKJV) 

17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that 
you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 
 

It is a terrible thing when earthly possessions, popularity and position give an individual or a church the 

idea they are spiritually well off while Christ sees them as “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” 
We must, in this life, never allow our spiritual sight to be blinded by worldly successes. It is not wrong to 

have wealth, but it is wrong when wealth is worshipped as a god and is seen as an absolute proof of 

God’s blessing. 
 

This word we see translated “wretched” in the original language can mean to be afflicted.  
 

Wretched 

Talaipōros (Strong's G5005) 
enduring toils and troubles 
afflicted, wretched 
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The church of Laodicea, while seeing their wealth as a blessing and proof of their spirituality, is afflicted 
like a disease with their wealth. It is a disease that has caused them to be spiritually blind and at a loss 

for true life.  
 

The only other time that this word is used in scripture is in the Book of Romans. (Romans 7:24) It is 
said that in Rome one form of execution for murder was to tie the corpse of the murdered victim to the 

body of the murderer. In this way, the decomposing body of the victim would eventually, and slowly, eat 
away and kill the murderer. It was a slow and torturous death. Paul uses this analogy in Romans 7:24 to 

describe the wretchedness of sin in his own life. Jesus, in the only other time this word is used in 

scripture, tells the Laodicean church they are this wretched mess of sin and compromise. 
 

Miserable 

Eleeinos (Strong’s G1652) 
To be pitied, miserable 
 

As with the previous word wretched, this word for miserable is also only used one other time in scripture. 

(1 Corinthians 15:19) In this verse from 1 Corinthians, we find what depths of misery are described by 
this word. It is the picture of the person living with no hope of Christ’s resurrection. If there is no hope 

beyond this life, then we are absolutely to be pitied. The description of the Laodicean church is that they 

are miserable and pitiable without hope, but they are not even aware of their misery.  
 

Poor 

Ptōchos (Strong’s G4434) 
reduced to beggary, begging, asking alms 
destitute of wealth, influence, position, honor 
 

Blind 

Typhlos (Strong’s G5185) 
Blind 
Mentally Blind 
 

Naked 
Gymnos (Strong’s G1131) 
Open, Lay bare 
 

The words Christ uses to describe this church certainly do not paint the picture of the church as they see 
themselves. Those who make up the church of Laodicea are a nearly exact representation of those who 

Christ came to set free. (Luke 4:16-21) Jesus had come to preach to the poor, to heal the broken, 
liberty to captives, sight to the blind, liberty to the oppressed, and the year of Jubilee, restoration and 

acceptance to the lost. The Laodiceans then traded all of those promises for material wealth, and the 

earthly trap of success.  
 

Counsel: 

Revelation 3:18(NKJV) 

18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that 
you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with 
eye salve, that you may see. 
 

Jesus counsel may have been quite puzzling for this church. They are used to being considered as rich 
and influential. The cities banking system had helped them become wealthy. They had everything they 

needed. Why would they need to buy gold from Christ?  
 

It was not physical gold that Christ was speaking of. This gold is the gold that comes from righteousness 
and good works. It is gold that cannot be bought by human means. This is gold that is refined by fire. In 

other words, it is the heavenly treasure which has advanced God’s agenda and glorified his name. 
(Matthew 6:19-21) The gold Christ speaks of is the gold that will stand the purification of the day of 

judgment. (1 Corinthians 3:11-15)  
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So, how, then, do you buy this gold? How can a church proclaimed to be destitute of wealth attain this 
kind of wealth? It cannot be bought. It must be received through relationship with Christ. (Isaiah 55:1-

3) It is only in returning to Christ that the Laodicean church will be able to purchase the spiritual “gold” 
indestructible. It is when a church or an individual turns to God, renounces sin and lets go of the world 

that they can purchase what cannot be bought with all the money in the world. 
 

In Revelation 19, scripture tells us that white fine linen represents the righteous acts of the saints. 
(Revelation 19:8) In this area of Laodicea there was a market to produce special black wool. This wool 

had provided great wealth for the city. However, Jesus tells them they do not need black wool garments, 

but fine white and pure linen that comes from him. The richest of earthly garments cannot cover the 
nakedness of sin. However, these fine white garments are a picture of the righteousness of the saints 

that comes through Christ’s sacrifice. (Revelation 1:5) It is the blood of Christ that washes our filthy 
garments (Isaiah 64:6) and makes them white like snow. (Isaiah 1:16-18, Isaiah 61:10) Jesus 

counsels the church to come to him and find covering for their sin and complacency.  
 

We also see in verse 18 the picture of a church that should be engaged in the “fiery” ministry of the 
Kingdom of God. Fine linen garments do not and cannot come from a church that is lukewarm and is 

coasting in kingdom ministry. Instead it should represent a church that is willing to jump into the “fire” of 
ministry and allow itself to be challenged and tried. In the midst of the battle of ministry, the church that 

is on fire will begin to manifest righteous works which will result in pure spiritual gold and fine linen. (1 

Peter 1:6-9) When we do not engage in the ministry of The Holy Spirit and the Word of God, we will 
become stagnant and lukewarm in our faith. The stagnant state will lead us to be spiritually 

“shortsighted, even to blindness.” (2 Peter 1:5-9) We must stay on fire for God, pursuing the life of the 
Spirit or we too, will become like the Laodicean church. 
 

However, if we stay in the spiritual fight, our God-inspired works will result in rewards that will come 

from Christ on the Day of Judgment. (Romans 14:10-12, 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, 2 Corinthians 
5:10)  
 

that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed 
 

To walk around uncovered is a sign of serious humiliation. In fact, we can see in scripture that 

uncovering an enemy was a form of bringing shame. (2 Samuel 10:4, Isaiah 20:4, Isaiah 47:2-3, 
Ezekiel 16:37) Even more humiliating would be to discover that you yourself have been walking around 

spiritually naked in the eyes of God. This thought provides all the more reason to run to God for 
repentance and restoration. 
 

If the Laodicean church would turn to Christ, then he could clothe them in his righteousness which would 

cover the nakedness of their spiritual state. This church must realize the gravity of their situation. If they 
do not, as Christ stated, the day he vomits them out will be the day when their true nakedness will be 

revealed.   
 

Reveal 
Phaneroō (Strong’s 5319) 
to make manifest or visible or known what has been hidden or unknown, to manifest, whether by words, 
or deeds, or in any other way 
 

The activities and ritual efforts of the Laodicean church may hide who they really are in the eyes of man, 

but Christ sees all and the things that are hidden will soon be revealed if they do not turn and repent. 
(Matthew 22:1-14) 
 

anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 
 

In Laodicea, there was a temple to the god Asklepios, the god of healing. At this temple was a medical 

center where they produced a special salve that was said to bring healing to various eye ailments. Again, 
Jesus uses metaphors that would be familiar to the Laodiceans to challenge them to come to him and 

find healing for their spiritual blindness. The salve the church needs is a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit 
who can heal and open the eyes of the spiritually blind. 
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It is said that the salve that healed also burned when it was first applied. However, this moment of 
discomfort will ultimately bring healing. It is like this with The Holy Spirit. His conviction causes us 

discomfort as our true spiritual states are revealed. However, as we repent, the Spirit will bring spiritual 
healing to us that we could never experience on our own.  
 

Revelation 3:19(NKJV) 

19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
 

Jesus reminds the Laodicean church that his stern rebuke is not a rebuke of hate, but a rebuke that 
stems from his love for them. It is the love of God that compels him to address sin in the life of the 

church and the individual. The rebuke of Christ and the conviction of the Holy Spirit is not something to 
be shunned but embraced. The conviction and chastening of God are sure signs that you are a true son 

or daughter of The Father. If the Father did not love you, he would not rebuke you. (Hebrews 12:5-

11) 
 

Therefore be zealous and repent. 
Considering the love of The Father and the love of Jesus, we should be zealous in our earnest desire to 
pursue repentance and purity before God. We must always remember it is the patience, kindness and 

love of God that leads us to the place of repentance. (Romans 2:4) There is no excuse or place for 

willful sin in the life of a son or daughter of God. Instead, God’s love and grace should drive us further 
from sin and closer to the presence of God. 
 

Revelation 3:20(NKJV) 

20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to 
him and dine with him, and he with Me. 
 

It is interesting to note that the one who has the power to open and shut any door (Revelation 3:7-8) 

would willingly stand outside the door of the Laodicean church. Notice in verse 18, Jesus gives “counsel” 
to buy gold from him. However, he does not force the issue. Although Christ has the authority and the 

power to force himself into a church, He will not. The Almighty Son of God will simply stand outside and 
knock at the door of the lukewarm church. He waits patiently offering grace, mercy, and restoration. 

While the Laodicean church goes about its meaningless and ritualistic religious activity, Jesus waits. 

However, while Christ is on the outside there is no life on the inside. Jesus is willing to come in if the 
church will allow it. 
 

How does Christ knock on the door of the church or at the door of a believer? He can knock many ways. 

First and foremost, he will knock through the written Word of God. It is the Word that has been given to 
us as counsel, wisdom, guide, and instruction. (2 Timothy 3:16) Christ can also “knock” through the 

conviction and ministry of The Holy Spirit. (John 14:25-28) It is the Spirit who brings conviction and 
direction to our lives. The Spirit of God will bring illumination to the Word of God. He can bring 

correction, challenge, encouragement or direction through the prophetic word or the gifts of the Spirit. (1 

Corinthians 12:4-11) Christ can even speak to us through nature. (Psalm 19:1-6, Romans 1:18-
20) Christ will, at times, even speak to us through the circumstances of our lives. (James 1:2-8) We 

must understand that Christ will never be silent in our lives. It is essential that we listen and respond 
when he knocks at our door. 
 

I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 
If the church and the believer will hear the knock and open the door, Christ will accomplish a two-fold 
purpose. First, he will come, abide, and dine with us. Secondly, we will one day sit down in the Kingdom 

and dine with him. (Luke 22:28-30, Revelation 19:7-9) Those who open the door to Christ will have 
fellowship here on Earth through the Spirit of God and one day will have face to face fellowship in the 

Heavenly kingdom with Jesus himself. However, those who refuse to open to Christ will be cast out into 

darkness. In the place of darkness, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (Matt 8:10-12) 
 

Commitment: 

Revelation 3:21(NKJV) 

21 To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with 
My Father on His throne. 
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If the church is to overcome, it must follow the example given by Christ. Jesus did not overcome through 
material wealth or position and popularity. Instead, he chose the path of a humble servant. This path is 

at odds with the worldly definition of success. However, the result of Christ’s choice speaks for itself. 
Though Jesus humbled himself, he is now exalted! Though He gave his life and died on a cross, he lives! 

Though he spurned popularity and position he is now positioned to reign as King of Kings and Lord of 

Lords. (Philippians 2:5-11, Revelation 11:15, Revelation 19:11-16) 
 

Jesus’ promise to the Laodicean church is that, just as he overcame and now reigns, they will also reign 

with him if they choose the path of the overcomer. (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 19:11-27, Luke 

22:28-30, Romans 8:15-17, 2 Timothy 2:12-13, Revelation 20:4-6) 
 

Revelation 3:22(NKJV) 

22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  
 

With these words of Christ in mind, the church should run back to its relationship with Christ through the 
Spirit of God. It is the Spirit who will restore the fiery zeal of this lukewarm church. It is the Spirit who 

will teach them and lead them into overcoming victory in Christ. (John 14:15-18, 25-26) 
 

It is also important to note that those who would hear and be led by the Spirit and by Christ must first 
recognize the voice of Christ. (John 10:22-30) How is it that we can hear, know, and understand the 

voice of God. We cultivate a listening ear through study of God’s word and through spending time with 
Him in prayer and worship. We also learn to hear when we respond to what He has said and see how He 

responds and how we find strength and victory. (Matthew 25:14-30, Luke 22:28-30) 
 

The Laodicean time frame of history seems to perfectly fit the days that we are living in right now. The 
lukewarm attitude of many churches, especially in the western world, are a perfect snapshot of the 

Laodicean church. There are great buildings and large bank accounts but there is little humility and 

repentance. This lukewarm church also fits the characteristics Paul laid out in 2 Timothy. (2 Timothy 
4:1-5) In the midst of this lukewarm atmosphere God is looking for a remnant of fiery believers to rise 

up in humility and the power of The Holy Spirit and proclaim repentance and the Kingdom of God.  


